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The VF VENTURE FOUNDRY is a
new incubator backed by the power

of VF. We work with fearlessly
curious entrepreneurs and

founders hungry to build the
future. Our resources, capabilities

and tools provide unique
advantages to founders eager to

ignite change.
 

 THE SPARK is a monthly
newsletter from the VF Venture

Foundry, highlighting newsworthy
examples of innovation, stories
from entrepreneurs, and new

innovation projects coming out of
VF Venture Foundry  

WHO WE ARE



WELLNESS
ENDEAVOR RX
AndeavorRx is a first-of-
its-kind ADHD treatment
for kids 8-12, delivered
through an immersive
video game experience on
iPhone®, iPad® and
Android™ devices.

Learn more 

Learn more

NATURE DOSE
A personalized nature
prescription tracker to help
you optimize the benefits of
time outdoors.

Learn more.

YOHANA
This personal assistant service is
designed to help busy parents—moms
in particular—streamline necessary
everyday tasks to free up time for the
most meaningful aspects of life.

https://www.fastcompany.com/90672519/yohana-yoky-matsuoka-panasonic
https://www.fastcompany.com/90672519/yohana-yoky-matsuoka-panasonic
https://www.endeavorrx.com/treatment/
https://www.tripp.com/
https://www.tripp.com/
https://www.naturequant.com/naturedose/


VIRTUAL LIVING

AR CITIES
Augmented
reality
technology can
enhance the
quality of life in
smart cities by
improving
government
services and
citizen welfare.

Learn more

IS IT TIME TO HIRE A
METAVERSE
OFFICER?
Brands are entering the
metaverse through virtual
stores, AR, gaming and
digital fashion shows.
While many have relied on
external partnerships, an
internal expert or team
might be on the horizon.

Learn more

THE DARK SIDE OF NFTS
 There’s a case for more sustainable crypto
art, but it’s hotly contested

Learn more

https://arpost.co/2021/09/14/smart-cities-use-augmented-reality-technology/
https://www.voguebusiness.com/technology/is-it-time-to-hire-a-chief-metaverse-officer
https://www.theverge.com/2021/3/15/22328203/nft-cryptoart-ethereum-blockchain-climate-change


MARKETPLACE

AMAZON GO
Just Walk Out Technology
automatically detects when
products are taken from or
returned to the shelves and keeps
track of them in a virtual cart.
When you’re done shopping, you
can just leave the store. Later,
we’ll send you a receipt and
charge your Amazon account. 

RFIDs RETAIL
RENNAISANCE
After a nearly 20-year “incubation,”
with advances in readability, range,
and cost, RFID stands poised to
address precisely the use cases that
stand at the center of today’s need
for more omnichannel, more data-
driven, more accurate, and more
customer-driven shopping
experiences.

Learn more

Learn more

ALL BIRDS APP
The sustainable shoe and apparel company Allbirds launched its
own shopping app that allows shoppers to try on different styles
and engages them about the company’s sustainability mission.
Shoppers can vote where Allbirds should invest to offset carbon
emissions to drives emissions towards zero.

Learn more

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/retail/our-insights/rfids-renaissance-in-retail
https://www.amazon.com/b?ie=UTF8&node=16008589011
https://apps.apple.com/app/id1495911336?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=804331893931653088&utm_source=Website&utm_campaign=Website%20Footer&utm_medium=Website%20Footer
https://apps.apple.com/app/id1495911336?%24web_only=true&_branch_match_id=804331893931653088&utm_source=Website&utm_campaign=Website%20Footer&utm_medium=Website%20Footer


THRED UP
ThredUp is both an online
clothing consignment and
thrift store as well as a
styling delivery service,
offering lower prices on
high-end items -- new and
used -- from brands such as
Kate Spade and Coach.  

Learn more

SUSTAINABILITY
STUDIO SOLARIX
Studio Solarix designs, researches,
and develops aesthetic, sustainable
and energy-generating facade
elements.  They create textured,
colored solar panels that play a
tactile, integrated role in buildings.  

Learn more  

FINCH 
Finch is powered by a proprietary algorithm
that puts products through the wringer by
assessing what they’re made of, how they’re
created, how long they last, and everything
in between. 

Learn more

https://www.cnet.com/news/8-best-clothing-subscription-boxes-for-2020-womens-mens-plus-size-and-more/#listicle-e960f44f-f253-401f-a181-76027ed9613d
https://www.thredup.com/impact
https://studio-solarix.nl/vision/?lang=en
https://studio-solarix.nl/vision/?lang=en
https://studio-solarix.nl/vision/?lang=en
https://www.choosefinch.com/how-we-rate#/


BRENT BUSHNELL
ENTREPRENEUR SPOTLIGHT

Meet Brent Bushnell, one of VF Venture Foundry’s
Entrepreneur-In-Residence (EIR), working at the forefront of
the virtual goods and experiences industry. Brent has had
years of experience in the gaming, technology, and
entertainment industries. He is the chairman and
cofounder of Two Bit Circus, where he’s been building large
scale immersive entertainment for over a decade. He has
worked in web hosting and web design, was an on camera
inventor on the ABC show Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition, was a founding member of a creative collective that
designed stunts for brands like Google and Disney, and
helped OK Go build the Rube Goldberg machine for their
viral music video, “This Too Shall Pass”. Brent is also an
Edmund Hillary Fellow, advisor to numerous entrepreneurs,
and chairman of Two Bit Circus Foundation that uses
games and play to inspire the next generation about
science and engineering. As an EIR for VF Venture Foundry,
he will put his in-depth knowledge from these experiences
to work by creating a GPS-enabled mobile game that
connects the physical and virtual worlds through a series of
competitions. Brent’s skill for combining creativity and
technology, his knack for entertainment and fun, and his
thorough understanding of virtual experiences will make
him an amazing asset to the VF Venture Foundry team.  

Brent has been immersed in entrepreneurship, gaming,
and virtual worlds since his childhood.  He was introduced
to amusement and entrepreneurship early on in his  

childhood as the son of Nolan Bushnell, an inventor, avid
gamer, tech enthusiast, and founder of Atari, Chuck E. Cheese
and dozens of other companies. At home with his family, he
was introduced to the internet in its early stages before the
world wide web. His father encouraged him and his seven
siblings to pursue entrepreneurship so they ran lemonade
stands, crafted holiday baskets and handmade jewelry and
even built a collectible card game they licensed to TOPPS.  

Brent’s childhood was infused with a sense of fun, learning,
and exploration that remains a vital part of his life and career
today. Not only is Brent a VR and entertainment guru but he is
also a trained clown, avid climber, mountain biker, and martial
artist and he incorporates these skills into his career in
interesting ways. The self-sufficiency that is so crucial to being
an outdoorsman is also what makes Brent well suited to the
ingenuity that is necessary in entrepreneurship. The practice
of having a “soft mind” in clowning, which prompts individuals
to view the world with a beginner’s eye, is a prerequisite for
innovation. Brent’s martial arts practice taught him discipline
and grit which is crucial to success in execution of start-ups
and business development.  
 
Brent is drawn to AR/VR technology in addition to all his other
interests because of its great potential as a learning, exploring,
and entertainment tool. He values the ability of these
technologies to position users in an active, engaged role which
enhances their ability to stay engaged and retain information.
Brent also believes in the potential of VR and AR to bring
people together. This idea was the inspiration for his
interactive, technology-enhanced amusement park, Two Bit
Circus. Two Bit Circus combines interactive gaming, AR/VR
technology, circus entertainment, and social play into an
entertainment offering that introduces guests to “the future of
fun.” The business has collaborated with organizations like the
NFL, NBA, Indy and the Olympics for activations at the Super
Bowl, All Star Games and in retail.  

As a VF Venture Foundry EIR, Brent will take his passion for
connecting people through games and technology to scale
with his new app. The app will present users with a series of
challenges that combine physical and virtual gaming and
activities across the globe. The challenges will regularly evolve
to appeal to a wide variety of users from gamers and skaters
to hikers and more. The app will also offer prizes to the
winners of challenges such as virtual tokens, NFTs, and retail
items. We are thrilled to work with Brent to make his vision a
reality!  



DENVER STARTUP WEEK

 WHAT'S NEW

The VF Venture Foundry team had a blast participating
in Denver Startup Week (DSW) this year as their main

sponsor!  Kent Bassett, the Head of VF Venture
Foundry, gave a great introduction to our team at the

start of the event and David Wagner, the EVP of Global
Strategy and Venture Platforms at VF, participated as a

judge for the event.  

It was great to see DSW showcase so much fantastic
talent right here in Denver. VF Venture Foundry was so
excited to be involved in this event and we cannot wait

to continue to build the Denver startup community
and entrepreneur scene.  



THANK YOU
Have ideas that might align
with our work? Contact
VentureFoundry@vfc.com
and tell us all about it!


