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The VF VENTURE FOUNDRY is a
new incubator backed by the

power of VF. We work with
fearlessly curious entrepreneurs

and founders hungry to build
the future. Our resources,

capabilities and tools provide
unique advantages to founders

eager to ignite change.
 

 THE SPARK is a monthly
newsletter from the VF Venture

Foundry, highlighting
newsworthy examples of
innovation, stories from
entrepreneurs, and new

innovation projects coming out
of the Venture Foundry  

WHO WE ARE



WELLNESS
HEALTH MONITORING
SKIN PATCH
Engineers at the University
of California San Diego
developed a soft and stretchy
ultrasound patch that can be
worn on the skin to monitor
blood flow and give early
warnings for strokes and
heart attacks.

Learn More 

Learn More

FITNESS APP INDUSTRY
The fitness app industry is
well-placed to build on the
momentum that started before
the 2020 pandemic
skyrocketed the industry's
revenue.
Learn more.

VIRTUAL REALITY EXERCISE
You can now strap on a VR headset and
walk around your living room, with
options ranging from dancing games to
fitness-centered apps.  Beth Swarecki is
setting out to learn: how good a
workout can you get in virtual reality?

https://www.tripp.com/
https://www.tripp.com/
https://lifehacker.com/can-you-get-a-good-workout-with-virtual-reality-1847351527
https://www.thebrighterside.news/post/soft-skin-patch-could-provide-early-warning-for-strokes-heart-attacks
https://www.tripp.com/
https://www.tripp.com/
https://www.financialmirror.com/2021/07/22/with-500-mln-users-fitness-app-revenues-to-soar-34/


VIRTUAL LIVING
SUNRISE SURPRISE
Vogue Singapore is launching Mystery Boxes
with NFTs of sunrises around the world

Learn More 

NOUNS
Nouns attempt to
bootstrap identity,
community,
governance and a
treasury that can be
used by the
community for the
creation of long-
term value.

Learn More

CRYPTO WOMEN
A collection of unique, cool and diverse
Women, ready to leave a mark in the NFT
space!

Learn More

https://vogue.sg/vogue-singapore-mystery-box/
https://vogue.sg/vogue-singapore-mystery-box/
https://nouns.wtf/
https://worldofwomen.art/


MARKETPLACE

REBECCA MINKOFF 
Rebecca Minkoff has
partnered with The Ensemble
to bring you a try-before-
you-buy, no-commitment
shopping experience.
Browse tons of RM favorites,
rent your most-loved item,
wear it as many times as
you'd like, return it or buy it,
repeat. 

Learn more

SHOPPING BY VOICE 
While there is no lack of smart
speaker options and advanced
voice technology on the market
today – stemming from major
players like Google, Amazon and
Apple – consumers have yet to
completely hop on the shopping
by voice bandwagon. The
convenience of shopping via
voice, however, still holds the
potential to be appealing for
consumers. 

SHOP 
Shop is an iOS and Android online
shopping assistant app designed
to help you track, pay, and shop
better.

Learn More

Learn more

https://www.rebeccaminkoff.com/collections/borrow
https://insights.digitalmediasolutions.com/landing-pages/google-news-for-digital-marketers
https://insights.digitalmediasolutions.com/landing-pages/amazon-news-for-digital-marketers
https://insights.digitalmediasolutions.com/landing-pages/apple-news-for-digital-marketers
https://insights.digitalmediasolutions.com/articles/shopping-by-voice
https://shop.app/


SUSTAINABILITY

DAYRIZE
This shopping site brings
together the world's most
sustainable products and
presents them to you using
their thorough
sustainability assessment
tool.

Learn more  

PAVEGAN
Pavegen has created a
unique connection to people
through the power of a
footstep; each step over their
tiles can be converted into 2-
5 joules of off-grid energy,
generating analytics and
rewards. 

Learn more

TREE APP 
Download Treeapp to plant trees
across the world in just a few taps.
Make your own global impact in less
than 60 seconds.

Learn more

https://dayrize.com/en-gb/our-story
https://pavegen.com/
https://www.thetreeapp.org/


JENNIFER CHIRICO
ENTREPRENEUR SPOTLIGHT

One of VF Venture Foundry’s first
Entrepreneurs-In-Residence (EIR) is Jennifer
Chirico. Jennifer is the founder of GoodStats
Corp, a SaaS platform designed to help
companies collect, track, and report their ESG
data while improving their impact on the world.
GoodStats is the result of Jennifer’s love for the
outdoors, her combined experience as a
financial analyst at Fortune 500 companies, and
her 15 years in sustainability consulting and
management. Her focus on environmental,
social, and financial impacts along with her
business savvy align Jennifer and Goodstats
perfectly with VF Venture Foundry’s focus area
of Sustainable and Conscientious Goods. 

Jennifer’s adventurous spirit led her to travel
early on in her life and work abroad where she
experienced diverse cultures around the world
in places like New Zealand, SE Asia, and South
America. 

 
She also spent much of her time in the outdoors
surfing, backpacking, rock-climbing, and
snowboarding. Through these experiences, she
developed a great appreciation for the environment
and how it affects the world’s inhabitants.

Jennifer’s inspiration for GoodStats stems from her
early career as an investment consultant and then a
management consultant. Through this work, she
recognized the need for greater consideration towards
sustainability and ethics in the industry. This
observation drove her to pursue a Master’s in Public
Health focused on Environmental Health and
thereafter, a PhD in Environmental Policy from
Georgia Tech. She then went on to become the
Executive Director of the Sustainable Living Institute
of Maui at the University of Hawaii and eventually
founded Sustainable Pacific, a Certified B-Corp
sustainability consulting firm. 

Through her experience in the sustainable consulting
industry, Jennifer honed in on the key issue of
companies struggling to collect and organize data to
assess their impacts. She used these insights to create
GoodStats. The goal of GoodStats is to make ESG easy
for companies by providing the pivotal elements of
data automation, tracking, and reporting.

A cost effective, accessible sustainability software like
GoodStats is crucial for companies of all sizes and
industries to effectively improve their environmental,
social, and financial impacts. VF Venture Foundry is
excited to work with Jennifer to bring this dynamic
tool to the world!



This summer VF Venture Foundry reached out to the
entrepreneur community to participate in an innovation

challenge focused on Health & Self. We received 50 submissions
and the competition culminated in an in-person pitch event in

Denver with 7 finalists sharing their ideas.  The competition
presented the following four challenges:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pitch ideas included a variety of focuses from outdoor and
nature focused education, to community building for women in

the outdoors, to creating businesses that strengthen the
relationship between nature and health. We have extended

offers to 2 fantastic entrepreneurs. Stay tuned to hear about the
winners!

 

Enable Sustainable Movement 
Encourage people to sustain
movement throughout their entire
life  

Overcoming Obstacles to the
Outdoors 
Democratizes outdoor access for
everyone. 

Preserve Unstructured Play in
Nature 
Enable kids to play in nature
unsupervised and unstructured.

Personalize the Process  
Empower people to get in the
game and take it to the next
level.

VF VENTURE FOUNDRY ENTREPRENEUR-IN-RESIDENCE
INNOVATION CHALLENGE

 WHAT'S NEW



THANK YOU

Have ideas that might align
with our work? Contact
VentureFoundry@vfc.com
and tell us all about it!


