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VF VENTURE FOUNDRY is
a new incubator backed by
the power of VF. We work

with fearlessly curious
entrepreneurs and

founders hungry to build
the future. Our resources,

capabilities and tools
provide unique advantages
to founders eager to ignite

change.

WHO WE ARE



SMART CLOTHES 
Purdue University engineers
have created smart clothes that
communicate with your
devices and check on your
health status. 

WELLNESS

VR PSYCHEDELICS 
Tripp has been building immersive
relaxation exercises that seek to blend
guided meditation experiences with
more free-form experiences that allow
users to explore their thoughts inside a
virtual reality headset while watching
visuals that mimic psychadelics.

NATURE PYRAMID 
Rachel Hopman, Ph.D., a
neuroscientist at
Northeastern University
created the nature pyramid
which outlines how much
time you should spend
outside every week, month,
and year in order to gain
invaluable cognitive,
emotional, and intellectual
benefits. 

Learn More

Learn More

Learn More

https://www.tripp.com/
https://phys.org/news/2021-06-wearables-future-washable-smart-powered.html
https://apple.news/Al66lK0IQRhq68Em2eqTiNA
https://www.prevention.com/health/mental-health/a36697697/how-much-time-should-i-spend-outside-mh/


VIRTUAL LIVING
NFT HORSERACING 
On Zed Run, Owners pay modest entry
fees — usually between $2 and $15 — to
run their steeds, which are NFTs,
against others for prize money.

Learn More 

GAMING CAN
SAVE THE
WORLD 
Sarah Mcgonigal
outlines how we can
use the focus and
motivation of gamers
to  solve real world
problems.

Learn More 

METAVERSE  
ECrypto people say they’re building it.
Gamers might already be living in it. But
what is it?

Learn More

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/01/style/zed-run-horse-racing.html
https://www.ted.com/talks/jane_mcgonigal_gaming_can_make_a_better_world?language=en
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/10/style/metaverse-virtual-worlds.html?referringSource=articleShare


MARKETPLACE

GALAXY 
This platform allows for
clothing resalesers to
livestream presentations of
their items.  Galaxy satisfies a
growing appetite for
sustainability, while its
livestream component is
conceived to capture the
equally rampant desire for
real-time, preferably
interactive, entertainment. 

Learn more

BLIND BOX TRAVEL CRAZE 
The "Blind Box" phase, where buyers
receive mystery products, has spread to
the travel industry.  People can choose
a departure city, while the destination
and departure time are both
unknowns.

FARFETCH FIX 
This brand offers bespoke repairs
to return your designer shoes,
handbags, and small leather goods
to their former glory.

Learn More

Learn more

https://www.forbes.com/sites/katiebaron/2021/05/10/get-ready-for-galaxy-the-new-platform-splicing-resales--livestream-commerce/?sh=321ff8c665a3
https://www.shine.cn/news/metro/2104227811/
https://www.farfetch.com/uk/stories/positively-farfetch/farfetch-fix.aspx


SUSTAINABILITY

OFFSET  YOUR NFTs
 Blockchain technology
generates a huge carbon
footprint. Calculate and
offset your NFT sale with our
simple tool.

Learn more  

SHOP SUSTAINABLY
Dayrize uses their
sustainabilty assessment tool
to bring together ethical and
environmentally friendly
products for consumers on
one platform.  

Learn more REPURPOSE FABRICS 
Nona source offers a resale platform
for surplus fabric and leather
materials from exclusive brands.

Learn more

https://aerial.is/nft
https://dayrize.com/en-gb/our-story
https://www.nona-source.com/pages/about-us


ISAIAH STEINFELD
 On his band’s tour, skateboarding the sidewalks of the
different cities taught him to reimagine the possibilities of
spaces and how they can serve new purposes. Zay’s passion
for new challenges and learning experiences, building
community, and helping others as a young firefighter and
artist carried through to his future business ventures.  
    Following his time as a fire-fighting, skate-boarding, punk
rocker, Zay worked at various corporate and start-up
businesses, including his own company called Pixel Revolt,
where he developed his skills in sales, design, web
development, and even taught himself to code. Eventually,
Zay landed a job at Lyft as Head of Special Operations; Zay
helped grow the company from a business operating in four
or five cities to a nationwide scale. Following his time at Lyft,
he joined Intuit as an entrepreneur in residence where he led
efforts to help gig workers find tax solutions and benefits that
can scale as their start-ups expanded into new markets.
Before joining VF, Zay worked at Nike where he launched
three different start-ups.

 

Zay’s values align well with the opportunity spaces of self and
health and conscientious and sustainable marketplaces. As a
father who witnessed the environmental and social hardships
of 2020, Zay has been especially motivated to build companies
that improve the world and grow them to a scale where they
can have real impact. The backing of a company like VF, the
opportunity to work with and learn from leading companies
like the North Face, who have a good grasp on building
relationships with their consumer base, and the autonomy
given to entrepreneurs under the Venture Foundry Incubator
appealed to Zay’s leadership style as a life-long learner and
independent thinker and his desire to do good through his
business endeavors. Venture Foundry is thrilled to have Zay
join us as our first EIR! 
 

"If you can build meaningful
things at scale and use them

for good you should."

ENTREPRENEUR SPOTLIGHT

     Meet our first Entrepreneur-In-Residence, Isaiah
Steinfeld, or Zay.  Zay will be working with the VF Venture
Foundry team to start a brand in the Health and Self
opportunity area. He brings 15 + years of experience
spearheading growth and innovation at companies like Lyft,
Intuit and Nike.  
     From the start of his career, this EIR, who is a jack of all
trades, has been driven by his curiosity, his desire to help
others, and his love for tackling new challenges. Prior to his
career in business development, Zay played in a Punk rock
band, started a skateboard company, worked as a barista,
volunteered as a firefighter, and fit in his hobbies of
skateboarding and surfing on the side. One unique aspect of
Zay as an entrepreneur is how he incorporates skills learned
from these diverse experiences in creative ways.  He
attributes his effective ability to triage and prioritize hard
decisions in short amounts of time to his days as a fire
fighter. Zay says his open-mindedness and his independent
and critical thinking skills stem from his time as a punk
rocker where challenging the status quo was intrinsic to his
craft. 



ALTRA X VF VENTURE FOUNDRY IDEATION SPRINT

The VF Venture Foundry team linked up with
members from Altra for a three day ideation

event in the RiNo Lab to brainstorm new business
models for the running brand. 

Over the first two days, participants completed
different ideation excercises that prompted them to
brainstorm bold, new business models for specific
users, scenarios, and types of business platforms. 
 Ideas ranged from the use of psychedelics to
improve mental health for runners to foot scanning
apps that allow Altra product designers to use AI
technology to fine-tune shoes to their customer's
feet. 

The event culminated in a pitch event of the
ideation session's best ideas to a panel of
judges. The panel, which consisted of Baruch
Ben-Zekry, founder of Out and Back, Beau
Bergman, a Denver-based entrepreneur, and
Lee Troop, a running coach and former
professional runner,  provided the teams with
feedback on their ideas.  The VF Venture
Foundry team will be analyzing the plethora
of ideas created during the Altra Sprint and
will facilitate the movement of standout ideas
down the incubator pipeline.  
   

 WHAT'S NEW



THANK YOU

Have ideas that might align
with our work? Contact
VentureFoundry@vfc.com
and tell us all about it!


