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Small-Business Bankruptcy Filings
Continued to Increase in March, Equifax
Data Shows

West Coast Hit Hardest, Followed by Cities inTexas, lllinois, Western Region

ATLANTA, June 8 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Commercial bankruptcies nearly doubled in
March 2009 from March 2008 among the nation's more than 25 million small businesses,
according to Equifax, Inc. (NYSE: EFX) analysis of its comprehensive database of small
business information. Economically hard-hit areas in California, Texas and the Western part
of the U.S. are at the top of the list, according to the research. A small business is defined
as a commercial entity of less than 100 employees.
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Los Angeles, Riverside/San Bernardino and Sacramento metropolitan areas led the nation in
small-business bankruptcy filings in March 2009, based on Equifax's data. Rounding out the
top 15 metro areas:

-— Chicago-Naperville-Joliet, IL

-— Anaheim-Irvine, CA

-- Dallas - Plano-Irving, TX

-—- Denver-Aurora, CO

-- San Diego - Carlsbad, CA

--— Oakland-Fremont, CA

-—- Portland-Vancouver -Beaverton, OR-WA
-- Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta, GA
-- Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown, TX

-- Oregon - (excluding the Portland MSA)
-- California - (excluding previously mentioned MSA's)

-— Seattle-Bellevue-Everest, WA

There was some dramatic increases year-over-year in commercial bankruptcy filings in a
number of MSA's. The Chicago MSA increased to 199 bankruptcies from 67 in March 2008;
Dallas increased to 162 from 73; Portland to 145 from 65 and Denver 157 from 58.

For its research, Equifax reviewed and analyzed small business data for the month of March,
the most recent month for which complete data is available, and compared it with results
from March 2008.

"The March numbers provide a snapshot of what's been happening to the small business
sector during this period of economic turmoil," said Dr. Reza Barazesh head of Equifax's
North American Commercial Analytical Services Group. "Not surprisingly, the highest
number of small-business bankruptcies are in those parts of the country where home prices
have decreased dramatically, unemployment has increased significantly, and credit has
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become tighter."

While there appears to be a direct correlation between bankruptcies and the cities and
regions most impacted by the economy, Dr. Barazesh noted that the metro areas with the
fewest small-business bankruptcy filings remain scattered nationwide, with Charleston, W.
Va., Columbus, Ga., Norwich, Conn., and the state of Hawaii, having the fewest number of
filings in March 2009. Other cities (the bottom 15 with) the fewest small business bankruptcy
filings include:

-— Gainesville, Fla.

-- Lafayette, La.

-- Lynchburg, Va.

-- South Bend/Mishawaka, Ind./Mich.
-- Springfield, Mass.

-- Trenton/Ewing, N.J.

-- Amarillo, Tex.

-- Cedar Rapids, Iowa

-- Davenport-Moline-Rock Island, Iowa
-- Durham, N.C.

-- Fayetteville, N.C.

For the analysis, Equifax analyzed both Chapter 7 and Chapter 13 filings. Chapter 7 is a
liquidation proceeding in which a debtor receives a discharge of all debts, while Chapter 13
is a reorganization bankruptcy enabling filers to pay off debt over a set period of years.

About Equifax (www.equifax.com)

Equifax empowers businesses and consumers with information they can trust. A global
leader in information solutions, we leverage one of the largest sources of consumer and
commercial data, along with advanced analytics and proprietary technology, to create
customized insights that enrich both the performance of businesses and the lives of
consumers.

Customers have trusted Equifax for over 100 years to deliver innovative solutions with the
highest integrity and reliability. Businesses - large and small - rely on us for consumer and
business credit intelligence, portfolio management, fraud detection, decisioning technology,
marketing tools, and much more. We empower individual consumers to manage their
personal credit information, protect their identity, and maximize their financial well-being.

Headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, Equifax Inc. operates in the U.S. and 14 other countries
throughout North America, Latin America and Europe. Equifax is a member of Standard &
Poor's (S&P) 500(R) Index. Our common stock is traded on the New York Stock Exchange
under the symbol EFX.
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