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Redfin Survey: 38% of Homebuyers and
Sellers Hesitant to Move to a Place Where
They'd Be in the Political Minority
Just 22% would be hesitant about moving to a place where they'd be in
the racial minority

SEATTLE, Sept. 20, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -- (NASDAQ: RDFN) — Thirty-eight percent of
homebuyers and sellers would be hesitant about moving to an area where most residents
have differing political views from their own, down from 41 percent in 2017 and 42 percent in
2016, according to a new report from Redfin (www.redfin.com), the technology-powered real
estate brokerage. They're much more likely to be open to the idea of moving to a place
where they'd be in the racial, ethnic or religious minority, with just 22 percent saying they'd
be hesitant about it.

The report's findings are based on a June Redfin-commissioned survey of more than 3,000
U.S. residents who bought or sold a primary residence in the last year, or plan to in the next
12 months. Where possible and applicable, results were compared with those from similar
past surveys.

"This decade's tumultuous political climate has widened the aisle between parties not only in
Congress and the voting booth, but in our nation's communities," said Redfin chief
economist Daryl Fairweather. "While the share of homebuyers and sellers who hesitate
about moving to a place where most people have different ideologies has been declining, I
imagine tensions will start to flare again as we head into the 2020 election year. As more
people—especially young professionals—head inland from blue coastal cities seeking
affordability in smaller inland metros, it's likely they will seek out communities where they'll
live, work and send their kids to school with like-minded people. We expect to see red
places in the middle of the country become redder and the blues bluer as the migration
trends we've been reporting continue."

Sixteen percent of respondents would be enthusiastic about moving to an area where most
residents have differing political views, a notable increase from 9 percent in 2017 and 8
percent in 2016. Nearly half of homebuyers and sellers—46 percent—would be neutral at
the prospect. Broken down by age, 23 percent of respondents aged 25 to 34 would be
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enthusiastic about moving to an area where most residents do not share their political views,
a higher share than any other age group. Just 6 percent of people aged 65 and over would
be enthusiastic at the prospect.

When the responses are broken down by race, 40 percent of white homebuyers and sellers
said they'd be hesitant about moving to an area where most residents have different political
views, a higher share than any other racial group. Black and African American respondents
were most likely to be enthusiastic at the prospect (22 percent reported enthusiasm, versus
14 percent of white respondents).

Non-white respondents to the surveys included people who indicated their race was black or
African American, East Asian or Asian American, Latinx or Hispanic American, Middle
Eastern or Arab American and Native American.

Young people are most likely to be enthusiastic about moving to an area where most
people are a different race than they are

Twenty-nine percent of homebuyers and sellers would be enthusiastic about moving to an
area where they'd be in the racial, ethnic or religious minority. A smaller share—22 percent
—would feel hesitant at the prospect, and just about half of respondents said they feel
neutral about it. The June 2019 survey was the first time Redfin asked this question.

Forty-one percent of people under 25 years old would feel enthusiastic about moving to an
area where most residents are a different race, ethnicity or religion than they are, more than
any other age group. The older the respondent, the less likely they were to say they'd be
enthusiastic about moving to a place where they would find themselves in the minority, with
just 16 percent of people aged 65 and older reporting enthusiasm.

Forty-three percent of black or African American people would be enthusiastic about moving
to an area where most residents are of a different race, ethnicity or religion, a higher share
than any other respondent racial group. White respondents were the least likely to say they'd
be enthusiastic about moving to a place where they'd be in the minority, with just 26 percent
indicating that response.

Just 10 percent of black or African American respondents said they would be hesitant to
move to an area where they'd be in the minority, less than any other group, versus 25
percent of white respondents, more than any other group.

It's possible respondents felt more comfortable expressing their hesitancy about moving to a
place where they'd be in the political minority than moving to a place where they'd be in the
racial minority, as it has become acceptable and common place to openly avoid interaction
with people of different political opinions.

To read the full report, including graphs, please visit: https://www.redfin.com/blog/housing-
race-politics-study.

About Redfin
Redfin (www.redfin.com) is a technology-powered real estate brokerage, combining its own
full-service agents with modern technology to redefine real estate in the consumer's favor.
Founded by software engineers, Redfin has the country's #1 brokerage website and offers a
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host of online tools to consumers, including the Redfin Estimate, the automated home-value
estimate with the industry's lowest published error rate for listed homes. Homebuyers and
sellers enjoy a full-service, technology-powered experience from Redfin real estate agents,
while saving thousands in commissions. Redfin serves more than 85 major metro areas
across the U.S. and Canada. The company has closed more than $85 billion in home sales.

For more information or to contact a local Redfin real estate agent, visit www.redfin.com. To
learn about housing market trends and download data, visit the Redfin Data Center. To be
added to Redfin's press release distribution list, subscribe here. To view Redfin's press
center, click here.
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