
                          

 
Bristow Invests in Next Generation of Pilots with Latest Sponsored UK Cadet 

Programme 

ABERDEEN, Scotland, June 3, 2021 – Bristow Group Inc. (NYSE: VTOL) is investing in the 
next generation of offshore helicopter pilots with its latest sponsored UK cadet programme in 
partnership with Helicentre Aviation, designed to attract, train and retain the professional 
pilots of the future.  

Applications are now open for the programme, which will see four cadets chosen through a 
rigorous joint selection process. Successful applicants’ training, from ab-initio to commercial 
pilot on an Integrated CPL(H) course, ultimately obtaining a Multi-Engine Instrument Rating, 
will be fully funded by Bristow.  

Established in 2018, the program provides a pathway to enable cadets to graduate and 
transition from training straight into employment with Bristow, where they will gain type 
ratings and begin as First Officers with the world’s largest helicopter operator. Bristow is the 
only North Sea helicopter operator in the UK that continues to sponsor the future helicopter 
pilot workforce through its sponsored cadet programme. 

Helicentre and Bristow continue to partner through career events, cadet sponsorships and 
joint scholarship initiatives. 

“Bristow has a long history of training our own pilots, and many of these cadets have 
progressed through the business to become management and senior training staff in the 
company today. We recognise the significant benefits of investing in new talent and this 
sponsorship allows many who could not traditionally afford to self-fund training, an 
opportunity to be trained to the highest standards,” said Matt Rhodes, director UK Oil & Gas 
at Bristow. 

“We have worked in close partnership with Helicentre for many years and we share the 
same philosophies when it comes to ensuring tomorrow’s pilots are offered the very best, 
operator-focused training. I look forward to seeing the high quality of applicants and 
watching them progress to fully qualified commercial helicopter pilots.” 

During training, the cadets will also have access to Bristow’s flight simulator hall at Dyce, 
Aberdeen. The purpose-built centre is the only facility of its kind in the UK and hosts three 
full-size helicopter simulators which use advanced, motion-compensation technology, 
combined with realistic visuals to replicate the experience of flying Leonardo AW189, 
Sikorsky S-92 and S-76 aircraft. 

Applications for the Bristow Cadet Programme remain open throughout June 2021, with 
selection expected to be confirmed in August, ahead of training commencing in September 
at Helicentre Aviation’s training centre, at Leicester Airport. 

Full details about the programme can be found at www.flyheli.co.uk/bristow where those who 
meet the pre-requisite requirements can register their interest and complete an online 
application.  

http://www.flyheli.co.uk/bristow


                          

Helicentre Aviation Academy will host a series of open days and virtual seminars with 
Bristow to provide an opportunity for those interested to find out more about the cadet 
programme, visit the training centre, and speak to members of the team about the career 
opportunities available to aspiring pilots. More information can be found here: 
www.flyheli.co.uk/events 

ENDS 

About Bristow Group  
Bristow Group Inc. is the leading global provider of vertical flight solutions. Bristow provides 
aviation services to a broad base of major integrated, national and independent offshore 
energy companies. Bristow provides commercial search and rescue (SAR) services in 
several countries and public sector SAR services in the United Kingdom (U.K.) on behalf of 
the Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA). Additionally, the Company also offers fixed wing 
transportation and other aviation related solutions. Bristow currently has customers in 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Guyana, India, Mexico, Nigeria, Norway, Spain, 
Suriname, Trinidad, the U.K. and the U.S. To learn more, visit our website 
at www.bristowgroup.com.  
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About HeliCentre 
 
Helicentre Aviation has been training and supplying professional helicopter pilots to support 
the crew supply chain for more than 20 years, and is CAA approved to provide ab-initio 
through to multi-engine instrument rating and flight instructor courses, including the UK’s 
only integrated CPL(H) course. For further information please contact  

Captain Sarah Bowen, Head of Training 

Telephone: +44 (0)116 259 0186 
e-mail: sarah.bowen@flyheli.co.uk  
Website: www.flyheli.co.uk 
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