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Porch.com Shares 5 Things To Know
Before Hiring a Handyman
Porch, the Home Network, Shares the Top Questions to Ask When
Considering Hiring a Handyman

SEATTLE, March 26, 2015 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Porch.com (http://porch.com), the
home network, for homeowners and home professionals, shares advice for homeowners
looking to hire a handyman.

"Even skilled DIYers may need a handyman to complete tasks they simply don't have time to
do or for occasions when an extra hand is needed," explains Anne Reagan, Editor-in-Chief
of Porch. "Before you hire a handyman be sure to ask these questions to ensure a
successful project."

Five Must Ask Questions:

1. Level Of Expertise

Understand the full range of capabilities for the task at hand. Even if the job appears to be
simple at first, you'll want to hire a handyman who can take on related issues.

2. Scope Of Work

A quality handyman will draw up a scope of work that will detail all work to be included in the
price estimate. This document will help provide guidance to every line item and both parties
will have a good understanding of what work will, and will not, be included in the project.

3. Payment of Fees

The scope of work will flush out the exact costs, including materials, hourly rates and tax. A
quality handyman may ask for a deposit but never pay the full amount before the job is
complete. Once the work is complete a handyman will ask for the remainder of the fees.

4. Permit Filing

It is the responsibility of the homeowner to make sure all necessary permits are filed. Your
local government agency is your best source of information regarding which projects require
permits and what, exactly, needs to be presented during the filing. They will also clarify costs
and lead times of permitting. If a permit is required, either the handyman or the homeowner
may file. Be sure to determine this responsibility within the scope of work.

5. Ask For References

http://porch.com/
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Always ask for 3-5 references with any professional you hire. Testimonials can be helpful but
be sure you ask the right questions. Assessing a past customer's opinion about the quality of
work is important but so are opinions about communication skills, efficiency, and other skill
sets that make for a great professional.

List of top metro areas for Handyman:

Position Major Metro Area
1 New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-NJ-PA

2 Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA

3 Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI

4 Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX

5 Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX

6 Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD

7 Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV

8 Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach, FL

9 Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Roswell, GA 

10 Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH 

11 San Francisco–Oakland–Hayward, CA 

12 Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale, AZ 

13 Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA 

14 Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI 

15 San Diego-Carlsbad, CA 

16 Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, FL 

17 St. Louis, MO-IL 

18 Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, MD 

19 Denver-Aurora-Lakewood, CO 

20 Pittsburgh, PA 

21 Charlotte-Concord-Gastonia, NC-SC 

22 Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA 

23 San Antonio-New Braunfels, TX 

24 Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford, FL 

25 Sacramento–Roseville–Arden-Arcade, CA 

While not every handyman project requires a contract, some tasks will, so make sure you
understand what should go into a contract for your handyman's service before starting your
project.

About Porch

Porch is the home network, free for homeowners and home professionals. With over 3.2
million professionals and over 130 million projects, Porch enables homeowners to make
smart home improvement decisions by giving them the information they need to find the right
professionals, get inspiration, and manage their home. The Porch App, a first of its kind app
available for iOS gives homeowners direct access to a personal Porch Concierge to help find
the best professionals for your home. For more information about Porch, visit
http://porch.com and to download the Porch App at http://porch.com/app
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Twitter: @porchdotcom

Facebook: /porchdotcom

Google+: /porchdotcom

CONTACT: Lauren Kellas
         laurenk@porch.com
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