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Understanding Aviation’s Contribution to Society

0

Source: ICAO – Aviation Benefits Report 2019.
ATAG – Aviation Beyond Borders 2020. 
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It is important to acknowledge the positive impact that the aviation sector has on global economic and 
social development

The average flight today 
produces 54% less CO2 than the 
same flight would have in 1990, 
thanks to new technology and 
improved efficiency

21,187 unique city-to-city routes 
are served by the world's 
airlines, connecting urban 
centers and rural communities

In 2018, nearly $51.4 billion was 
invested in airport infrastructure, 
mostly in North America, Asia-
Pacific, and Europe

Global air transport supported 87.7 
million jobs and $3.5 trillion in 
global economic activity prior to 
COVID-19

UN’s Sustainable Development Goals
Supported by Aviation

Only global rapid
transportation network

Facilitates sustainable 
economic growth, particularly 

in developing countries

Development of
social and economic 

networks

Facilitates world trade by 
increasing access to 
international markets 

Deployment of essential 
services and humanitarian aid

during emergencies

Enriches quality of life 
through cultural 

awareness and diversity
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The aviation industry supports economic activity and connectivity; We felt the absence of this connection 
in 2020 and 2021 as a result of COVID-19 and we look forward to bringing people together once again 
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Aviation’s Contribution to Society (cont’d)

COVID-191

1. As of August 2020. 
Source: ICAO – Aviation Benefits Report 2019.

ATAG – Aviation Beyond Borders 2020.

20192018

87.7
MILLION JOBS

Supported worldwide 

$3.5
TRILLION

Global economic impact

4.1%
Global GDP supported by aviation

If aviation were a country it
would rank 17th in size by GDP 

4.6
BILLION PAX

Carried on airlines

35%
WORLD TRADE BY VALUE

Carried via air transport

61
MILLION TONNES
Freight handled by air

58% of international
tourists travelled by air

5.4
MILLION CITIZENS

Repatriated to their homes
after borders were closed 

1.5
MILLION TONNES

Medical equipment transported
to areas in need during the pandemic

>250k
FREE TICKETS

Made available to medical staff
to allow transfer of resources

between hospitals
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We recognize the fundamental principles of human rights, as outlined in the UNs’ Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights

© 2022 AerCap  | Confidential property of the company, not for disclosure or use without permission

AerCap provides a global network of approximately 300 customers in over 80 
countries with comprehensive fleet solutions. 

Our aircraft business is focused on the provision of operating leases for new and 
used commercial aircraft from our existing fleet and order book of Boeing, Airbus 
and Embraer aircraft. 

The key benefit of an operating lease is that it enables airlines to grow their fleet 
in a cost-effective way, giving them the flexibility to adjust their fleet in response 
to changing market conditions without the need to make substantial capital 
investment for aircraft acquisition

AerCap contributes to the growth, affordability and accessibility of air travel by 
enabling our airline customers to connect communities around the globe

Develop Emerging Markets and Encourage Social Mobility

Zero tolerance of human rights violations, including modern day slavery, child labor and human trafficking, is built 
into AerCap’s compliance philosophy. Due to the nature of our industry, we have very low exposure to human rights 

violations and we monitor any potential risks in our own operations and throughout our supply chain

Social Mobility

~54%
REVENUE FROM

EMERGING
MARKETS1

1.Calculated as a % of AerCap’s 2021 lease revenue.
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AerCap is committed to supporting the next generation of industry professionals through educational 
programs. These programs provide a pipeline of indigenous talent that supports the future growth and 
development of our industry

AerCap is a sponsor of the prestigious MSc in Aviation Finance program at University College Dublin (“UCD”) Michael 
Smurfit Graduate Business School. In addition to the sponsorship, this program involves lectures by some of our key 
employees and internships provided by the company to a number of students from the program, giving graduates the 
opportunity to gain valuable experience in a range of disciplines

In August 2021, AerCap launched a 4-year scholarship program, providing 10 scholarships to students of the Faculty of 
Engineering at the International School of Engineering at Chulalongkorn University, Thailand’s number one ranked 
university and a world-class leader in aerospace engineering education. In addition to the scholarships, AerCap will 
provide a range of tailored support to students, including guest lectures, workshops, and summer internships 

Support Local Employment Education

 Headquartered in Dublin, 
AerCap supports the local 
and EU labour market by 
employing the majority of our 
workforce from the European 
Union

 We are fortunate to be based 
in the center of the aircraft 
leasing industry and benefit 
from having a large, attractive 
pool of experienced talent 
available to us

 We also support local 
employment across our 
offices globally and we seek 
to have a diversified 
workforce 
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