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USB-to-UART Protocol Converter from
Microchip Technology Makes It Easy to
Add USB to Existing Systems
Corresponding Evaluation Board, Software Libraries and Windows(R) Based PC
Configuration Tool Provide a Complete, Out-of-the-Box Solution

CHANDLER, Ariz.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- Microchip Technology Inc. (NASDAQ: MCHP), a
leading provider of microcontroller and analog semiconductors, today announced a
complete, out-of-the-box solution that makes it easy to add USB connectivity to existing
systems. The MCP2200 USB-to-UART protocol converter, with its low-cost evaluation tool,
software libraries and Windows(R) based configuration tool, enables designers to quickly and
easily add USB connectivity to their application without completely redesigning the system.
The whole solution is designed to shorten time-to-market for a variety of applications in the
industrial (e.g. data loggers, instrumentation, data-acquisition systems and smart-card
readers) and medical markets (e.g. heart-rate, blood-sugar and blood-pressure monitors), in
addition to legacy RS-232 applications.

End users increasingly want to connect their embedded applications to PCs for data
collection, transfer and analysis, as well as for system networking/connectivity. One of the
simplest ways to add this capability to existing systems is via a USB-to-UART protocol
converter, such as the MCP2200. By simply connecting the MCP2200 UART interface to any
microcontroller UART peripheral, USB connectivity can be added. Additionally, the MCP2200
includes 8 general-purpose I/O pins that can be controlled by the PC using the Windows-
based configuration tool that comes with the MCP2200. As a result, a wider range of
applications can be supported.

"USB connectivity continues to be one of the most requested items from our customers,"
said Bryan J. Liddiard, vice president of marketing with Microchip's Analog and Interface
Products Division. "Our portfolio of PIC(R) microcontrollers with embedded USB functionality
continues to expand. The MCP2200 USB-to-UART protocol converter and related support
materials provide an easy-to-use, small-footprint and cost-effective option for adding USB
connectivity to existing systems, providing more options for our customers."

Development Tool Support

Microchip also announced the MCP2200 USB-to-Virtual Communications Port Demo Board
today (part # MCP2200EV-VCP, $23.99). Along with software libraries and a PC-based
configuration tool, the board removes the burden of thoroughly understanding the USB
protocol from system designers, which simplifies the addition of customizable USB
functionality to existing designs. It serves as a complete USB-to-RS232 converter solution
(dongle) and provides USB-to-GPIO capability, enabling designers to manipulate the on-chip
I/O from the included PC software, so that they can program and test different functional

http://www.microchip.com/get/WH3R
http://www.microchip.com/get/2PEX
http://www.microchip.com/get/85NB
http://www.microchip.com/get/85NB


configurations. The board can be purchased today, at microchipDIRECT
(http://www.microchip.com/get/6W9F).

Packaging, Pricing & Availability

The MCP2200 USB-to-UART protocol converter is available in 20-pin SSOP and SOIC
packages for $1.39 each, in 10,000-unit quantities (for both package options). It is also
available in a 5 mm x 5 mm QFN package, for $1.50 each, in 10,000-unit quantities.
Samples can be ordered today, at http://www.microchip.com/get/7NJR. Volume-production
quantity orders can be placed today, at microchipDIRECT
(http://www.microchip.com/get/6W9F). For further information, contact any Microchip sales
representative or authorized worldwide distributor, or visit Microchip's Web site at
(http://www.microchip.com/get/WH3R).

About Microchip Technology

Microchip Technology Inc. (NASDAQ: MCHP) is a leading provider of microcontroller and
analog semiconductors, providing low-risk product development, lower total system cost and
faster time to market for thousands of diverse customer applications worldwide.
Headquartered in Chandler, Ariz., Microchip offers outstanding technical support along with
dependable delivery and quality. For more information, visit the Microchip Web site
(http://www.microchip.com/get/KB33).

Note: The Microchip name and logo, and PIC are registered trademarks of Microchip
Technology Incorporated in the U.S.A., and other countries. All other trademarks mentioned
herein are the property of their respective companies.

Photos and Block Diagram available through editorial contact or Flickr (feel free to publish):

Product Photo
http://www.microchip.com/get/TFT6

Block Diagram
http://www.microchip.com/get/J80A

Demo Board
http://www.microchip.com/get/H1U6

Tags / Keywords: UART, USB, RS232, UART-to-USB Converter, MCP2200, MCP2200EV-
VCP, Microchip, MCHP, PIC, microcontroller, MCU, analog

RSS Feed for Microchip Product News:
http://www.microchip.com/get/SQ95

    Source: Microchip Technology Inc.

http://www.microchip.com/get/6W9F
http://www.microchip.com/get/6W9F
http://www.microchip.com/get/WH3R
http://www.microchip.com/get/7NJR
http://www.microchip.com/get/6W9F
http://www.microchip.com/get/6W9F
http://www.microchip.com/get/WH3R
http://www.microchip.com/get/WH3R
http://www.microchip.com/get/KB33
http://www.microchip.com/get/KB33
http://www.microchip.com/get/TFT6
http://www.microchip.com/get/J80A
http://www.microchip.com/get/H1U6
http://www.microchip.com/get/SQ95

