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Stacey Abrams, is a political leader, voting rights advocate, business owner and New 
York Times bestselling author. After serving for eleven years in the Georgia House of Representatives, 
seven as Democratic Leader, in 2018, Abrams became the Democratic nominee for Governor of 
Georgia, winning at the time more votes than any other Democrat in the state’s history. Abrams was 
the first black woman to become the gubernatorial nominee for a major party in the United States. 

She co-founded and served as Senior Vice President of NOWaccount Network Corporation, a 
financial services firm. Abrams also co-founded Nourish, Inc., a beverage company with a focus on 
infants and toddlers, as well as other entrepreneurial ventures. She co-founded Insomnia Consulting 
to specialize in development, investment and consulting for complex infrastructure projects, including 
transportation, waste-by-rail transfer, energy, facilities and water. Projects included developing a 
plan for infill transit stations, redeveloping a closed landfill site in an urban community for mixed use, 
sourcing projects and partnerships for a major Native Alaskan Corporation to leverage 8A status in 
key joint ventures with national development companies and creating a mitigation credit plan for 
water use. Insomnia also built a waste by rail platform that included both development and 
acquisitions of landfills and transfer stations along the East Coast. Formerly, Abrams served as Deputy 
City Attorney for the City of Atlanta. Prior to her tenure at the City, she was Special Tax Counsel at 
Sutherland, with a focus on tax-exempt organizations, health care and public finance.

She currently serves on the boards of several organizations including the Lyndon Baines Johnson 
Foundation, the Marguerite Casey Foundation, the Center for American Progress, and the Women’s 
National Basketball Players Association. Abrams is the author of Lead from the Outside, Our Time is 
Now, While Justice Sleeps, in addition to eight romantic suspense novels under the pen name Selena 
Montgomery.

Abrams received degrees from Spelman College, the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the University of 
Texas and Yale Law School. Born in Madison, Wisconsin, she and her five siblings grew up in 
Gulfport, Mississippi and were raised in Georgia.



Janice Bryant Howroyd, affectionately known as JBH – is an entrepreneur, 
educator, author, mentor, Presidential special appointee, Founder, and Chief Executive Officer 
of the ActOne Group. As the leader of a multi-billion dollar (USA$), award-winning, 
international workforce management and technology enterprise, JBH is passionate about what 
we can accomplish when we invest in women and women owned businesses. Her company 
operates with brick and mortar in over 32 countries and her social service expands across 
multiple platforms.

Born in North Carolina, JBH is one of 11 children and credits her parents for instilling in her the 
strong values that fueled her success. Guided by their example, Janice turned a small investment 
from her mother into a billion-dollar business. From navigating prejudice to being first to act 
when COVID-19 became a business reality, JBH has exemplified what it means to provide 
strong leadership under pressure. Through it all, she has provided commonsense wisdom and 
real-world guidance not only for her own businesses, but as a well-respected influencer with 
followers around the world. Through it all, she has never wavered from her professional mantra: 
“Never compromise who you are personally to become who you wish to be professionally.”

Over the years, JBH has received numerous accolades for her professional accomplishments 
including being featured in Forbes Magazine as one of America’s Richest Self-Made Women 
and being named an Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year. Black Enterprise recognized JBH as 
the first black woman to own and operate a billion-dollar company, she was BET’s first BET 
Honors Entrepreneur of the Year, and has received the Black Enterprise’s Business of the Year 
award. CNBC has identified her as being a game-changer in business and finance and Ebony 
Magazine has included JBH on their list of Power 100 Most Influential African Americans.



Lauren C Anderson, L.H.D. Is a distinguished former FBI Executive and the 

first U.S. Mission Geneva-sponsored Executive in Residence at the  Geneva Centre for Security Policy,  
Anderson has unique national security, geopolitical, and diplomacy expertise that cross-pollinates with
depth in international women’s issues, including advising and mentoring women in areas of conflict.

She builds upon her expertise to work as a consultant on geopolitics, preventing conflict, and challenging
economic inequalities. She has worked on six continents with governments, corporations, small businesses,
international organizations, NGOs, institutes, and civil society, and she has provided programming and
keynote speeches in countries as diverse as Qatar, Switzerland, Australia, Turkey, Argentina, India, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Egypt.

Anderson is an Independent Director for Imageware, a public biometrics technology company. She is
an advisor to the U.S. Comptroller General at the Government Accountability Office on international
security, intelligence, criminal justice, law enforcement, and women’s leadership; an advisor for Stellar
Solutions Defense Support and Cyber Sector; and an advisor and special skilled role player for the 
U.S. Army in war fighting exercises. She is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, a Global
Ambassador with Vital Voices, and a member of the Board of Trustees of Muhlenberg College. In 2019,
LIM College awarded Anderson an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters and a Distinguished 
Achievement Award in recognition of her contributions to global gender equality, at Lincoln Center In
NYC. She was previously a recipient of Legal Momentum’s Annual Public Service Award, dedicated to
advancing the rights of women and girls by using the power of the law and creating innovative public 
policy, and Muhlenberg College’s Alumni Achievement Award.

Anderson is a member of the Women’s Foreign Policy Group, the Association of Former Intelligence 
Officers, #NatSecGirlSquad,  the International Women’s Forum, the Society of Former Special Agents 
of the FBI, Women in the Boardroom, and NACD. She is a mentor with Girl Security and the Women’s 
Foreign Policy Group. She has a degree in Psychology from Muhlenberg  College, Allentown, PA, and 
completed executive programs at Harvard Business School, Cambridge Judge Business School,  
Northwestern University’s Kellogg School, and the George C. Marshall European Center for Security 
Studies. She speaks English and French and resides in the NYC area.



Lieutenant General Vincent Stewart (Vince) is the Founder 
and CEO of Stewart Global Solutions, LLC, an international consulting organization.  
He retired from the U.S. Marine Corps after more than 38 years of active 
commissioned service to the nation.  On his final tour of duty, he served as the 
Deputy Commander United States Cyber Command, one of the 11 Combatant 
Commands of the Department of Defense with military and civilian personnel 
stationed worldwide. Prior to that assignment, he served as the 20th Director of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), culminating an intelligence career by overseeing 
the global defense intelligence enterprise supporting customers from the President of 
the United States, to the troops deployed around the world.  

He has vast experience in large, complex global and national information 
operations, information technology deployment, and customer requirement 
satisfaction. While the Director of DIA, he implemented regionally aligned, 
integrated analytic mission centers to bring focus to the global challenges facing our 
Nation.
Vince currently serves as the Chief of Innovation and Business Intelligence at Ankura, 
a global consulting organization and is charged with creating a virtual innovation 
environment that solves the firms most challenging problems.  Additionally, Vince 
serves on the Advisory Board of University of Maryland’s Applied Research 
Laboratory for Intelligence and Security; as a board member at Kellogg Brown and 
Root, where he chairs the cyber committee; and as a board member of the 
American Education Inc (APEI) where he chairs the Audit Committee.



SHAWN HENRY President, CrowdStrike Services & CSO 
As President of CrowdStrike Services, Shawn leads a world-class team of cybersecurity professionals who 
aggressively and effectively investigate and mitigate targeted attacks on computer networks. Under his 
leadership, CrowdStrike has been engaged in significant proactive and incident response operations across 
every major commercial sector, protecting organizations’ sensitive data and networks.

Shawn retired as FBI Executive Assistant Director (EAD) in 2012, overseeing half of the FBI’s investigative 
operations, including all FBI criminal and cyber investigations worldwide, international operations, and the 
FBI’s critical incident response to major investigations and disasters. During his 24- year career, he held a 
wide range of operational and leadership roles in four FBI Field Offices and FBI Headquarters.
Shawn has been a keynote speaker in some of the largest cyber conferences in venues around the world and 
interviewed extensively on radio and quoted in numerous print and online publications, including The 
Associated Press, Business Week, Forbes Magazine, The New York Times, Reuters, USA Today, The Wall 
Street Journal and The Washington Post, among many others. Shawn has been a regular contributor on every 
major domestic television network, and served as the Cybersecurity/National Security Analyst, Contributor, 
and Consultant for NBC.

Shawn’s professional achievements have been recognized throughout his career. In 2009, he received the 
Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious Executive for his leadership in enhancing the FBI’s cyber capabilities, 
and SC Magazine recognized him as one of the top industry pioneers who shaped the information security 
industry. In 2010, he was named one of the most influential people in security by Security Magazine; received 
the Federal 100 Award as a government leader who played a pivotal role in the federal government IT 
community; and was selected as cybercrime fighter of the year by McAfee Inc. In 2019, Shawn was named to 
the NACD Directorship 100 and in 2021, Shawn again received the Federal 100 Award, this time as an 
impactful IT Community leader.

Shawn earned a Bachelor of Business Administration from Hofstra University and a Master of Science in 
Criminal Justice Administration from Virginia Commonwealth University. He is a graduate of the Homeland 
Security Executive Leadership Program of the Naval Postgraduate School’s Center for Homeland Defense and 
Security.



Danelle Barrett, US Navy Admiral (Ret) Former 

Rear Admiral Danelle Barrett is mom, wife, daughter, sister and friend. She was born in Buffalo, 
New York and is a 1989 graduate of Boston University with a Bachelor of Arts in History where 
she received her commission as an officer from the U. S. Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps 
in a ceremony aboard USS Constitution. She holds Masters of Arts in Management, National 
Security Strategic Studies, and Human Resources Development. She also earned a Master of 
Science in Information Management.

As an admiral, Danelle served as Director of Current Operations at U.S. Cyber Command, and 
as the Navy Cyber Security Division Director and Deputy Chief Information Officer on the 
Chief of Naval Operations staff. In her last position in the U.S. Navy, she led the Navy’s 
strategic development and execution of digital and cyber security efforts, enterprise information 
technology improvements and cloud policy and governance for 700K personnel across a 
global network. An innovator, she implemented visionary digital transformation to modernize 
with unprecedented speed, significantly improving Navy Information Warfare capabilities. Her 
numerous operational assignments included deployments to Iraq, on an aircraft carrier in 
support of operations in Afghanistan and to Haiti providing humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief after the 2010 earthquake.

She currently executes a portfolio of work that includes being an Independent Director on 
several Corporate Boards, consulting, public speaking, and writing with over 37 articles 
published. Her book “Rock the Boat:  Lead Change, Encourage Innovation and Be a 
Successful Leader” was released on June 22, 2021.  Oh, and most importantly for fun, she 
signs up to be an extra in movies.
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Phyllis Newhouse - CEO
CEO of Athena Technology Acquisition Corp., Founder & CEO of Xtreme Solutions, 
Inc., and Founder of ShoulderUp

Phyllis Newhouse is a serial entrepreneur and investor, retired military senior officer 
and mentor. She is CEO and Co-Founder of Athena Technology Acquisition Corp., 
Founder and CEO of Xtreme Solutions, Inc., and Founder of ShoulderUp. Passionate 
about women-led businesses, Newhouse teaches aspiring entrepreneurs to 
recognize and capitalize on their leadership skills and empowers others to operate 
in greatness.

From growing up as the youngest child in a family of modest means, to her days as a 
U.S. Army officer and her time in the US Army. Newhouse, a service-disabled 
veteran, has constantly relied on hard work, ethics, her love of technology and a 
desire to make a difference to become recognized as one of the top leaders in 
technology.  

While serving in the United States Army on various assignments she specialized in 
National Security and established the Cyber Espionage Task Force. Although offered 
a senior level position, she decided to shift her focus to entrepreneurship and 
founded Xtreme Solutions, Inc. (XSI) in 2002. Today, XSI offers a wide range of IT 
expertise and provides industry leading, state-of-the-art information technology and 
cybersecurity services and solutions. XSI has employees in 42 states, with 40% of its 
workforce made up of veterans.



Grace Vandecruze – CFO
CFO of Athena Technology Acquisition Corp and 
the Founder and Managing Director at Grace 
Global Capital, a consulting firm providing M&A 
financial advisory, restructuring, and valuation 
services. Grace has extensive expertise in mergers 
and acquisitions and capital raising with over 20 
years of experience as an investment banking 
managing director and over $25bln in transactions. 
Prior to joining Swiss Re, she was a managing 
partner at Swiss Re and Vice President at a private 
equity firm. Grace is a CPA who began her career 
working in public accounting with EY and Grant 
Thornton.
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Rashaun Williams - Investor Relations
Rashaun Williams is a former investment banker turned venture 
capitalist/technology executive and adjunct professor at Morehouse 
College.  With over 150 investments under his belt and over 40 exits, Mr. 
Williams is currently an executive at Heliogen the fastest growing renewable 
energy technology company and  general partner in the MVP All-Star Fund, 
a late stage tech fund. Previously he founded venture capital fund 
Queensbridge Venture Partners where he was an early investor in companies 
like Robinhood, Coinbase, Casper, Ring, PillPack, Lyft & Dropbox. Over the 
last twenty years he has been primarily responsible for bringing capital to 
emerging, diverse and alternative markets while working at Wall Street firms 
such as Goldman Sachs, Wachovia Securities & Deutsche Bank. In 2007 he 
founded Dixsville Partners, a private equity fund investing in infrastructure 
development and mineral companies in West Africa.  Mr. Williams has 
successfully started, invested in and exited several companies. With a 
passion for financial literacy and entrepreneurship Mr. Williams founded the 
Kemet Institute in 2001, a non-profit focused on providing free financial 
literacy, entrepreneurship and life skills classes to under-served communities 
and schools. In 2015 he was appointed to the Board of Trustees for Fisk 
University. He is a member of Kappa Alpha Psi, Inc. and summa cum laude 
graduate of Morehouse College.



Sandra Campos - Operations
Sandra Campos is a 3x CEO and 2x Founder in retail and retail technology. 
She is the CEO of Project Verte, a supply chain technology company, founder of 
Fashion Launchpad, an edtech platform and has led global lifestyle brands up 
to $1bn in retail revenues. Ms. Campos has been instrumental in operational 
turnarounds, digital transformation, and international expansion. Previously, she 
was the CEO of Diane Von Furstenberg, Global Group President of Juicy 
Couture, Bebe, and BCBG, and has spent the past twenty years of her career 
accelerating global growth through omni-channel initiatives, distributor and 
franchise partnerships, and operational discipline. As an entrepreneur, she 
created one of the original celebrity brand management companies and 
launched Selena Gomez’s lifestyle collection across fourteen categories with 
$100M in annual retail sales over the course of six years.

Ms. Campos is an advisor for Athena Technology Acquisition Corp, and is on 
the Board of Directors for Big Lots and national non-profit Girls, Inc.  She also 
advises CPG founders and retail tech & AI startups and is a frequent keynote 
speaker and panelist across the globe. She has been named a Latina of 
Influence, a Female Founders Alliance Champion, a top 100 Latina Leaders, 
Top Líderes in Business, and a Top Woman in Retail.



Tom Killalea, a seasoned technology executive, has 
deep expertise in product development, digital innovation, 
distributed systems, and security.

Tom is an advisor to technology-driven companies. From 
1998 to 2014, he served in various leadership roles at 
Amazon, most recently as its Vice President of Technology for 
the Kindle Content Ecosystem. He previously led Amazon’s 
Infrastructure and Distributed Systems team, which later 
became a key part of the Amazon Web Services Platform. 
Prior to that, he was Amazon’s first Chief Information Security 
Officer and Vice President of Security.

Tom is MongoDB's board chair and is also on the boards of 
Akamai and Capital One. He previously was on the boards 
of Xoom and Carbon Black. He also serves on the editorial 
board of ACM Queue (Association for Computing 
Machinery), and the Technology Advisory Panel of 
Enterprise Ireland.



Chenxi Wang - Tech Due Diligence
Dr. Chenxi Wang is the Founder and General Partner of Rain Capital, a  Silicon 
Valley-based venture fund focused on Enterprise Software and Cybersecurity 
investments. A well-known operator, technologist, and thought leader in the 
Cybersecurity industry, Dr. Wang is a member of the Board of Directors for 
MDU Resources, a Fortune 500 company.  She also serves on the board of 
advisors for SC media, Secure Code Warrior, Athena Technology Acquisition 
Corp, and a number of other startups.  Previously, Chenxi was Vice-Chair on the 
global board of directors for the OWASP Foundation, the largest security 
professional's consortium in the world. Prior to that, Chenxi was Chief Strategy 
Officer at Twistlock, VP of strategy for Intel Security, and VP of research for 
Forrester. Chenxi was named by Cyber Risk Alliance and Women Tech Founders 
as Women Investor of 2021 and 2019. She was recognized as a Women-of-
Influence by the SC Magazine, a top trade media for the Cybersecurity industry. 

Chenxi’s career began as a faculty member at Carnegie Mellon University, 
where she helped found the Cybersecurity Lab of Carnegie Mellon. Chenxi is a 
trusted advisor to IT executives and a sought-after keynote speaker. She has 
headlined events worldwide and been featured by top media outlets for her 
thought leadership work. Chenxi is a Forbes contributor and writes a column for 
Dark Reading. Chenxi holds a Ph.D. in Computer Science from the University of 
Virginia. 
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