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Ingram Micro Announces First Global
Competition to Find the Next
Revolutionary Startups

ISVs Can Compete for $1,000,000 Top Prize in Comet Competition, the world’s largest
search for B2B innovators, opening August 1

LAS VEGAS--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- Ingram Micro Inc. today announced during Microsoft
Inspire a competition to find and fund the most promising business-to-business (B2B)
technology startups. Applications will open August 1 for the international Comet Competition,
with a focus on finding B2B software innovators whose products have clear applications and
potential implementations in the channel.

This press release features multimedia. View the full release here:
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20190715005150/en/

Through simultaneous global competitions spanning five continents, the Comet Competition
is set to award significant funding to 15 independent software vendors (ISVs). The top
finalist in each region will receive $100,000 in-kind go-to-market funding. The three runners-
ups in each region will be awarded $50,000 in-kind go-to-market funding. The overall
competition winner will receive $1,000,000 cash at Cloud Summit 2020. Ingram Micro does
not receive any equity in the winning companies and the funding dollars awarded do not
require repayment.

This competition is run in collaboration with Microsoft's global startup program, Microsoft for
Startups, and is supported by Ingram Micro’s Cloud Marketplace, which reaches partners
and customers in more than 50 global markets.

“Finding new routes to market for amazing, never-before-seen technologies benefits the
entire channel ecosystem,” said Nimesh Davé, executive vice president, Ingram Micro
Cloud. “Teaming with Microsoft affords us amazing scale and resources. In turn, we are
extending these benefits to our Comet Competition applicants, giving these startups the
opportunity to share their ideas with a global audience.”

“Microsoft for Startups is a global program designed to help B2B startups quickly scale by
providing access to Microsoft Azure, technical support, and a streamlined path to selling
alongside Microsoft and our partner ecosystem,” said Jeana Jorgenson, General Manager,
Commerce and Ecosystems at Microsoft. “Supporting the Comet Competition with an
industry-leader like Ingram Micro is a natural fit. We look forward to working directly with the
startup teams in the coming months.”

To be eligible, startups cannot be generating more than $10M in revenue over the last year
and should be positioned to make an impact on their respective industries. Any B2B
technology startup with a world-changing technology and meeting the eligibility


https://www.ingrammicro.com/IMD_WASWeb/jsp/login/corporate.jsp
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20190715005150/en/

requirements, should consider applying, particularly those in cybersecurity,
infrastructure/laaS management, middleware, manufacturing tech, retail tech, collaboration
tech, loT and fintech.

Interested startups can sign up to be notified of the competition’s launch. Applications for
the Comet Competition will be accepted August 1 through September 30, 2019. Specific
global locations for finalist pitches will be announced when applications open up on August
1.

About Ingram Micro Cloud

At Ingram Micro Cloud™, we view cloud not just as a single technology, but as a
foundational platform to run and drive a whole new way of doing business. By leveraging our
platforms and ecosystem, cloud service providers, telecom companies, resellers and
enterprises can quickly transform and get up and running in the cloud within minutes, with
little to no investment. Our portfolio includes vetted security, communication and
collaboration, business applications, cloud management services and infrastructure
solutions designed to help clients monetize and manage the entire lifecycle of cloud and
digital services, infrastructure and loT subscriptions. For more information, please visit:
www.IngramMicroCloud.com.

View source version on businesswire.com:
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20190715005150/en/

Adam Christensen, Global Head of Brand, Marketing and Communications
Adam.Christensen@ingrammicro.com
714-382-2522
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