
CHALLENGE:  Training pilots for military operations and surveillance 
missions related to anti-terrorism and anti-drug traffi cking 
activities in the required specialized mountain fl ying 
techniques.

SOLUTION:  Bristow Academy has opened a new facility in Carson City, 
Nevada, that uses the Sierra Nevada mountains to provide some 
of the most-challenging conditions for helicopter training. 

BENEFIT:  Military and civilian pilots are able to receive the tailored 
training they need to carry out their missions in diffi cult terrain 
and at night.  

With the Sierra Nevada mountain range as its next-door neighbor, Bristow Academy’s 

newest facility in Carson City, Nevada, offers some of the most-challenging conditions 

for helicopter training.

³7KH�PRXQWDLQ�À�\LQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�ZH�WHDFK�KHUH�DUH�XVHG�PRVWO\�LQ�PLOLWDU\�RSHUDWLRQV�
DQG�VXUYHLOODQFH�PLVVLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�DQWL�WHUURULVP�DQG�DQWL�GUXJ�WUDI¿�FNLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�́ �
says Lead Flight Instructor Oscar Gomez, who also manages base operations. 

³:H�DUH�DEOH�WR�FXVWRPL]H�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�WR�HDFK�FOLHQW¶V�UHTXLUHPHQWV�́

Since the base opened in May 2011, Gomez and instructors Jose Revilla and 

(UQHVWR�GHO�&DVWLOOR�KDYH�WUDLQHG�PRUH�WKDQ����RI¿�FHUV�IURP�WKH�&RORPELDQ�DUP\��
as well as Trinidad & Tobago Air Guard pilots and civilian pilots from Greenland 

DQG�,UHODQG��$W�OHDVW����PRUH�RI¿�FHUV�IURP�&RORPELD�DUH�VLJQHG�XS�IRU�WUDLQLQJ�

FLYING HIGH
:LWK�WKH�&DUVRQ�&LW\�$LUSRUW�QHDUO\�������IHHW�DERYH�VHD�OHYHO��WUDLQLQJ�À�LJKWV�
in the three Bell 206 aircraft reach altitudes of 9,000 feet. “We teach and practice 

DOO�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�PRXQWDLQ�À�\LQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�́ �*RPH]�VD\V��³:H�DOVR�LQWURGXFH�VWXGHQWV�
to power management awareness and how to use the tabular data extracted from 

SHUIRUPDQFH�FKDUWV�WR�SUHGLFW�DQG�FRQWURO�WKH�DYDLODEOH�DPRXQW�RI�WRUTXH�UHTXLUHG�
WR�H[HFXWH�DQ�DSSURDFK�LQ�PRXQWDLQRXV�WHUUDLQ�́

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�SHDNV��À�\LQJ�LQ�&DUVRQ�&LW\�RIWHQ�PHDQV�HQFRXQWHUV�
with strong winds, high temperatures in the summer and snow during the winter. 

7UDLQHHV�DOVR�KDYH�WR�À�\�DW�QLJKW��6DIHW\�WUDLQLQJ�LV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�HOHPHQW�RI�WKH�
training process.

³$IWHU�WKH�JURXQG�VFKRRO�DQG�GD\WLPH�À�\LQJ��ZH�SXW�RQ�QLJKW�YLVLRQ�JRJJOHV�
DQG�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�FKDQJHV�WKH\�FDQ�PDNH�WR�GHSWK�SHUFHSWLRQ�DQG�HVWLPDWLQJ�
GLVWDQFH�́ �*RPH]�VD\V��³$OO�RI�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV�PDNH�WKLV�HQYLURQPHQW�D�ORW�
PRUH�FKDOOHQJLQJ�́ �

Bristow Academy is the largest professional helicopter training academy in the world.

ACCIDENTS DOWNTIME COMPLAINTS

C A S E  S T U D Y

Carson City facility offers specialized 
mountain training

Confi dence in fl ight. Worldwide.

The Colombian army has sent more than 60 offi cers 
to the Bristow Academy facility in Carson City, Nevada, 
for mountain training, with more on the way.

Need to learn how to land on a mountain? Bristow Academy 
in Carson City can show you how.

 bristowgroup.com


