
  
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Kimi Bahret 
February 10, 2022 kimi_bahret@huntsman.com 
 +1-281-719-4163 
 

 
Huntsman Develops Bio-Based Polyurethane for KEEN’s Plant-Based Soles 

 

 

THE WOODLANDS, Texas – Footwear experts at Huntsman have helped KEEN, Inc. (KEEN) develop a breakthrough 
production innovation – a range of sneakers with plant-based soles. The Field to Foot (F2F) sneakers were created by 
KEEN’s Advanced Concepts Team, utilizing a specially developed bio-based polyurethane system from Huntsman that 
contains a by-product from agricultural processing.   

Containing bio content ranging from 35% to 51%, the polyurethane system has a lower carbon footprint than petroleum-
based alternatives that are readily available and currently the norm in footwear production. Developed at Huntsman’s 
footwear center in Belgium, the system, which is based on Huntsman’s DALTOPED® S polyurethane technology platform, is 
a bespoke soling solution created especially for KEEN. The direct-on system offers KEEN comparable performance to 
conventional systems when it comes to resilience, rebound, hydrolysis, comfort and durability – but crucially is fully aligned 
with the brand’s commitment to incorporating clean, environmentally focused, high-performance technologies into its 
footwear. 

Discussions between Huntsman and KEEN began in late 2020, with development work on the F2F project starting in early 
2021. Collaborating throughout the pandemic, KEEN and Huntsman pulled together experts from across their global 
operations to work together remotely. Colleagues from the United States, Europe and Asia were involved in development, 
scale up, and production of the system. For the most part, the team interacted online, but there were some face-to-face 
meetings towards the end of the project. As the soles went into production, Huntsman’s technical service team travelled to 
KEEN’s manufacturing plant in Thailand to provide on-site support.  

Commenting on the partnership with Huntsman, Erik Burbank, Vice President, The KEEN Effect, said: “KEEN’s work with 
innovative partners like Huntsman advances our commitment to reducing our impact on the planet, and helps us extend and 
share those benefits with other businesses as well.  We know that we have to work together to tackle the climate crisis.” 

KEEN has described its’ F2F sneakers, which hit the market in late September 2021, as among its most significant 
environmental technology launches and a meaningful step towards setting a new industry standard for more sustainable 
footwear.  
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Dave Burge, a UK-based expert on polyurethanes, who worked with KEEN and Huntsman to develop the technology, said: 
"The use of agricultural processing by-products within polyurethane is an important step toward transforming the footwear 
industry supply chain. While the science and technology behind these shoes is serious business, the product itself is fun 
and familiar. The Field to Foot collection is classic looking and forward thinking, with a lighter footprint on the planet. It 
reinforces our commitment to detoxing the planet, while demonstrating that cutting edge technology can be fun and 
comfortable." 

Paola Faoro, Global Footwear Marketing Manager at Huntsman, said: “The polyurethane system we created for KEEN is 
our first with such a high level of bio-based content and we are delighted it has been incorporated into the company’s F2F 
range – which is truly ground-breaking and is bound to be a real hit with consumers. This was a great project to be involved 
in, which was truly global, despite the pandemic. Working together, colleagues from around the world made the soling 
system a reality, rapidly.” 

F2F sneakers were initially made available as a limited edition in September 2021 and sold out quickly. KEEN will launch 
the product broadly on August 1, 2022, and is expecting significant demand for the program.  

Separately, Huntsman and KEEN are collaborating on several additional sustainability-based projects as part of their shared 
commitment to reducing the impacts of climate change. 
 
For more information, please contact Paola Faoro at paola_palma_faoro@huntsman.com.  

 
### 

 
For more information about KEEN, Inc., visit www.keenfootwear.com. To get notified when the shoes are available for purchase, follow 
this link to the product page and request “Notify Me”: https://www.keenfootwear.com/the-harvest-collection/.  
 
About Huntsman: 
Huntsman Corporation is a publicly traded global manufacturer and marketer of differentiated and specialty chemicals with 2020 revenues of 
approximately $6 billion.  Our chemical products number in the thousands and are sold worldwide to manufacturers serving a broad and diverse range of 
consumer and industrial end markets. We operate more than 70 manufacturing, R&D and operations facilities in approximately 30 countries and employ 
approximately 9,000 associates within our four distinct business divisions. For more information about Huntsman, please visit the company's website at 
www.huntsman.com. 
 
Social Media: 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/Huntsman_Corp 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/huntsmancorp 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/huntsman 
 
Forward-Looking Statements:  
Certain information in this release constitutes forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E of 
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. These statements are based on management's current beliefs and expectations. The forward-looking statements in this 
release are subject to uncertainty and changes in circumstances and involve risks and uncertainties that may affect the company's operations, markets, 
products, services, prices and other factors as discussed under the caption "Risk Factors" in the Huntsman companies' filings with the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission. Significant risks and uncertainties may relate to, but are not limited to, volatile global economic conditions, cyclical and volatile 
product markets, disruptions in production at manufacturing facilities, reorganization or restructuring of Huntsman’s operations, including any delay of, or 
other negative developments affecting the ability to implement cost reductions, timing of proposed transactions, and manufacturing optimization 
improvements in Huntsman businesses and realize anticipated cost savings, and other financial, economic, competitive, environmental, political, legal, 
regulatory and technological factors. The company assumes no obligation to provide revisions to any forward-looking statements should circumstances 
change, except as otherwise required by applicable laws. 
 
Huntsman Polyurethanes warrants only that its products meet the specifications agreed with the buyer.  Typical properties, where stated, are to be 
considered as representative of current production and should not be treated as specifications.    
  
While all the information and recommendations in this publication are to the best of our knowledge, information and belief accurate at the date of 
publication, NO GUARANTY, WARRANTY OR REPRESENTATION IS MADE, INTENDED OR IMPLIED AS TO THE CORRECTNESS OR SUFFICIENCY 
OF ANY INFORMATION OR RECOMMENDATION OR AS TO THE MERCHANTABILITY, SUITABILITY OR FITNESS OF ANY PRODUCTS FOR ANY 
PARTICULAR USE OR PURPOSE.  IN ALL CASES, IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE USER TO DETERMINE THE APPLICABILITY OF SUCH 
INFORMATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS AND THE SUITABILITY OF ANY PRODUCT FOR ITS OWN PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  
  
NOTHING IN THIS PUBLICATION IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS RECOMMENDING THE INFRINGEMENT OF ANY PATENT OR OTHER INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY RIGHT AND NO LIABILITY ARISING FROM ANY SUCH INFRINGEMENT IS ASSUMED.  NOTHING IN THIS PUBLICATION IS TO BE 
VIEWED AS A LICENCE UNDER ANY INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT.  
  
Products may be toxic and require special precautions in handling.  The user should obtain Safety Data Sheets from Huntsman Polyurethanes containing 
detailed information on toxicity, together with proper shipping, handling and storage procedures, and should comply with all applicable safety and 
environmental standards.    
  
Hazards, toxicity and behaviour of the products may differ when used with other materials and are dependent on the manufacturing circumstances or 
other processes.  Such hazards, toxicity and behaviour should be determined by the user and made known to handlers, processors and end users.  
   

https://www.keenfootwear.com/the-harvest-collection/
http://www.huntsman.com/
http://www.twitter.com/Huntsman_Corp
http://www.facebook.com/huntsmancorp
http://www.linkedin.com/company/huntsman
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Huntsman Polyurethanes is an international business unit of Huntsman International LLC.  Huntsman Polyurethanes trades through Huntsman affiliated 
companies in different countries such as Huntsman International LLC in the USA and Huntsman Holland BV in Western Europe.  
  
Except where explicitly agreed otherwise, the sale of products referred to in this publication is subject to the general terms and conditions of sale of 
Huntsman International LLC or of its affiliated companies, available at https://www.huntsman.com/sales-terms-conditions.  
   
DALTOPED® is a registered trademark of Huntsman Corporation or an affiliate thereof in one or more, but not all, countries. 
 
© Copyright 2022. Huntsman Corporation or an affiliate thereof. All rights reserved.  
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