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Lightbridge Receives Notice of Allowance

for a Korean Patent Covering Its Mixed-

Grid Nuclear Fuel Assembly Design

RESTON, Va., Oct. 30, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Lightbridge Corporation (“Lightbridge”

or the “Company”) (Nasdaq: LTBR), an advanced nuclear fuel technology company, today

announced that it has received a Notification of Patent Grant from the Korean Ministry of

Intellectual Property (“MOIP”), formerly the Korean Intellectual Property Office, for Korean

Patent Application No. 10-2025-7001591, titled “Nuclear Fuel Assembly.” The application

covers 17 claims directed to a fuel assembly in which the fuel elements are arranged in a

mixed grid pattern that combines two different grid patterns. The patent will be registered

upon payment of the registration fee.

The allowed claims describe a fuel assembly in which the outermost fuel elements form a

substantially circular perimeter, the bundle shape used in pressurized heavy water reactors,

including CANDU-type designs. Each fuel element has a multi-lobed profile with spiral ribs,

and the ribs of neighboring elements touch at intervals along the assembly length to help

hold the elements in position. Dependent claims cover bundles of 19 and 61 fuel elements

inside a circular or twelve-sided shroud, grid patterns that alternate along concentric circles,

and assemblies that combine four-lobe Lightbridge fuel rods, conventional pelleted fuel rods,

or burnable poison rods.

The application is a divisional in the same Korean patent family as the patent Lightbridge

announced in August 2022, which required the mixed grid to pair a rectangular grid pattern

with a triangular grid pattern. The newly allowed claims cover the mixed grid pattern itself,

without requiring any particular grid shape, which gives Lightbridge broader protection in

South Korea regarding how its fuel elements can be arranged within a bundle.

South Korea operates 26 reactors that supply about one-third of the country’s electricity,

including three CANDU 6 pressurized heavy water reactors at the Wolsong site, according to

the World Nuclear Association. The government’s 11th Basic Plan for Electricity Supply and

Demand calls for nuclear power to rise from 30.7% of generation in 2023 to 35.2% in 2038,

supported by two new large reactors.

“South Korea is one of the few countries that operates both pressurized water and

pressurized heavy water reactors, and it builds and exports its own reactor designs, so

patent coverage there supports both our light water and CANDU fuel designs,” said Seth

Grae, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Lightbridge Corporation. “Our 2022 Korean

patent protected one specific combination of rectangular and triangular grids. These claims

broaden patent protection to include the mixed-grid approach.”

Lightbridge’s fuel technology is backed by an extensive worldwide patent portfolio spanning

jurisdictions representing the majority of global nuclear generating capacity.

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=-vUw0wgNOKzCu7UmTkvAX32aitfRLmKU_IolL0bu7IbjJ95YwgqvuVy-pTA0h5klCqHL4U-NFV1tMYppOHgqeKFK7bEm5UfAvxw4yK7nbb5MSGsmegqT5pQxs-bcZDlVEeAZ7EtrWoOKHsb_dFbjOsPsiX8zgNu4gMTyqWd3jqJlihVtMV58QrgVRCleC42ArdaJNYT72IvDIw4Y8TL3GZzak_rTLrwfTurCJoxBR1s01q6RovkbaefctxQwN1hLnGLAK3v1mV5ZK86_iqwLLtnO73AsRUl02XF3Oe1OVPPeEca3_n9mKjeoUyVY1nO0q5e4Kgl2tfwheOWL9-4VTtKE0LCwhPfMGTFYzgoTzAnT6cwSa3JoN8sa8MWSw4h6l4Ajy6xY4DlACW9Im9SFKk_QFjjHbfGL0WS0jlPSzgDA1DgdhKL_DJUmtNuKUUn6tHbLbamXy3GWnXAmfMmchg8KkRchKMLAUkUTxOn1sj_5GWSFXnHhlsfWx0JBqxMwekySgj1ccJ07lCNUwdDq9Q==


About Lightbridge Corporation 

Lightbridge Corporation (Nasdaq: LTBR) is focused on developing advanced nuclear fuel

technology essential to delivering abundant, zero-emission, clean energy and providing

energy security to the world. The Company is developing Lightbridge Fuel™, a proprietary

next-generation nuclear fuel technology for existing light-water and pressurized heavy-water

reactors, significantly enhancing reactor safety, economics, and proliferation resistance. The

Company is also developing Lightbridge Fuel for new small modular reactors to deliver the

same benefits, plus load-following with renewables, on a zero-carbon electric grid.

Lightbridge has entered into two long-term framework agreements with Battelle Energy

Alliance, LLC, the United States Department of Energy’s operating contractor for Idaho

National Laboratory, the United States’ lead nuclear energy research and development

laboratory. DOE’s Gateway for Accelerated Innovation in Nuclear program has twice

awarded Lightbridge to support the development of Lightbridge Fuel over the past several

years. An extensive worldwide patent portfolio backs Lightbridge’s innovative fuel

technology. Lightbridge is included in the Russell 2000®, Russell 3000®, and Solactive

Global Uranium and Nuclear Components Total Return Indexes. For more information,

please visit www.ltbridge.com.

To receive Lightbridge Corporation updates via e-mail, subscribe at

https://www.ltbridge.com/investors/news-events/email-alerts  

Lightbridge is on YouTube. Subscribe to access past demonstrations, interviews, and other

video content at https://www.youtube.com/@lightbridgecorporation

Lightbridge  is on X (formerly Twitter). Sign up to follow @LightbridgeCorp at

http://twitter.com/lightbridgecorp. 

Forward Looking Statements 

With the exception of historical matters, the matters discussed herein are forward-looking

statements. These statements are based on current expectations on the date of this news

release and involve a number of risks and uncertainties that may cause actual results to

differ significantly from such estimates. The risks include, but are not limited to: Lightbridge’s

ability to commercialize its nuclear fuel technology; the degree of market adoption of

Lightbridge’s product and service offerings; Lightbridge’s ability to fund general corporate

overhead and outside research and development costs; market competition; our ability to

attract and retain qualified employees; dependence on strategic partners; demand for fuel

for nuclear reactors; Lightbridge’s ability to manage its business effectively in a rapidly

evolving market; the availability of nuclear test reactors and the risks associated with

unexpected changes in Lightbridge’s fuel development timeline; the increased costs

associated with metallization of Lightbridge’s nuclear fuel; public perception of nuclear

energy generally; changes in the political environment; risks associated with war in Europe;

changes in the laws, rules and regulations governing Lightbridge’s business; development

and utilization of, and challenges to, Lightbridge’s intellectual property; risks associated with

potential shareholder activism; potential and contingent liabilities; as well as other factors

described in Lightbridge’s filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”).

Lightbridge does not assume any obligation to update or revise any such forward-looking

statements, whether as the result of new developments or otherwise, except as required by

law. Readers are cautioned not to put undue reliance on forward-looking statements. 

https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=K_BmkuNU8-0ikXluqMavDUSLqCx4YO-IZJ0H7DAT5lHVuXkiBf-q-FVuqgoODno3a83-vjEIauh1QDw64bT2WvHjzeRiOb0ltoN6BnjtV0KXZlvn4XIEORsXbBQwC4lnq0AzDZCsaw8OKk4gVixUbshbPDB-p1PBGUXB_g-5CFJgcypUg2hrRLWwyyTSNQtnmL5SfESiG3bLHT7CMKEiBxo1oNzHdnkLKfBBqBDnzM2jKFsYosiMpEb22mlwyXowKbKRhA8aQIoFmd4mu6OEDivROQcxDVoIpE3KSaRvvEqs8czT86GqtyVfiwXn0fUKoI8NGT9beUhAvfy8rxl0KdI_iPVK-yhEZ-ZXNIUQ7vktSJzEhtCOg84fnNEhIqYUKd-e9HvUmqUwv7otA6EJjNLxwDixUKUkUQ_OOAjacEWIN938gWMcWNgjl8ZYrcwt
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=4m9Rqh6KdFp4k8dNzwX70V0961E9Q5CHt2fhNOFbzA8JfPQwinDGqdq-eCRK4zixsUX4zACSTfn8YC61JB8MJBZd1HdCBYHdCSTGY332pUirzYvByMbU8u-WWilVkz1k2hpmp6aP7imxn6xNae_0Qk34eqTdY7amhOvTQsYkXRiGoSg8CJdmbZLm04AMEeTYZLuEBoL8wOLov5xXm--Y00CYdultUPT2PTGFXfTj2Eebt4A55rl0PFHCFaT7QSHqEnawAEnMUO1pHDtG_UwzhgiWpTS5QGRCLzk3AZUnFtmvQA91_EGxLZ_MWd0Fi_lcROYt0KJ5NSViy36B0gWobC5stwAD3LHt2b5XV5DwR7bIwo772_M_IX3IPB-Rv6P8B4BuWmgg2mS4sAqzHR17VUEpsMDh_2slqT0tx7GaJC_b8KlujC_Gsg6xk_8nBfNwXo80TvzuRJZEhmRTvYOKQ9xY3q52aegNHDxLIoy52D24NxNZKJJ36iwWZJVHdh-OSDCZeO4qvItnWpkjzaDSjHOBHrdKY8o5XaBSu5zoRKQ=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=4m9Rqh6KdFp4k8dNzwX70Svo_esjV-1CXY-xZ7yHeEE4Ojo3qIgRzrd6YT8-sGcLvf34OA_hEx_bYEEdcIor3k7QGG981Rh6B2XeY2pxKNSZS3z_IW2_gjlUMRcZEpJnOfnOY45ax-1_bo4TPGJAAuAK9jEW240j_Yz9j1itJ98K7RZfhr1rV-OfJ0QQHD4M2Rut6QMroV-B9U-gsRCPC9q2s3RKRX6hN6fl8t1MKcbXcDhimdAMSCD2fgrxYqZVUeZQ2UGJjBlsRlqO_DbOIn-2bRyVNwZ0K8K7BLFp7egifS8_gdQNJBGdF9kzMgfwV9TpLoczEUVAA1UFOCRiRUruy8baQgs_xZfVUBsaHY472x-lXiUxig5NPxGf0YcqhDTpmPYfSEzKJUU8UQFUcZ8n5zSuzUXRlVd880H_rKGYz0OWAy8hEu4RdhS_eLsgWID2JOB5pA2FzeKBDPN5ZMl_Fapybyo3Rm2TwiDfpJeTDp4GYOFG5nJvPlev9heV
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=XEkJLTRxNqhdNm5_3VCW1uK9IXIH9Z3Lxbm7mG8h0ZQMmWNMoQOWWa8_73kS4ytJjJtsC5zVVc87XD0CdtwbA55RGnXt-x-SAgyXjWrFbbUwoHKjcafJv1q-PV1E1xeFlUUoEh-Uc3Mk1oSiojE_F2b3r0GzzM5u_0sN0gVlBwuP2Nwny083LCspuZNX7QgbWTEiiKC4m4fq10eaGHcyFcotJjwiukAVRKV3DL3YBZFa_kidC_ndWwi63_zJrtjCSlIybbPEyDHrhj2Spqt8LlTuIs5Wbxf7aMxRdV6EK4kDp93ewtZxlWnfdYAMJke3kDnMmPmoL4DgDecSgSZscR27ePajUwpinP_f_pqUTPnUOX-YtS4I9Bub-v0VIp3ExkPbvswh6AVq8aaoI5DCKiGMtw_M4rbQYHd4M9n3snuYUKBm2DZLw8rYOQoD8U10
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=0x3VcgvQ5Hd0Si-tQk3_PWA-dI2XYpNib3KdFR47V4FWrrs8WMgvH6ZaBTBsolMxHNyzWBHcuYpZxlUZXHoHBP60qPoJ20K8W1-UwcDTdSpI1rjpB4SpS7qdH6SsGazxDh4nLvktOE1TgvwAZPx6uASGREfcDk4Uz8bfZ6QJR6TC0Sy2Yn9ujt6JjlqoHsA_aNZKeDbssp_6SEYOVDc8-D6Bc41Ylti3FhraQ3lPPQOIlVmuCnSqZV2F0eYrfP7pdZOuAnM8nmuXbR3OJ-Ru35cGlSu6Gd1nkGOm2MGSBSWvKViK18ksKYyZPCkeCsmkQPxlfWk24ya2glvB9t0Fg851BxIQe5KjFz-osK_lROBJLSvN3AEJVdMd8NLTY1hRdFMHVIQn-_xR5hdxIxyyRuF2y2AwJu2aag4twvjs68fQnUzMu7g6GhDH9hEmrmOSjybU9HaTp2Paj3ftrAgIYyG-_1ym4Xwe6c2J6B_swKU=


A further description of risks and uncertainties can be found in Lightbridge’s Annual Report

on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2025, and in its other filings with the

SEC, including in the sections thereof captioned “Risk Factors” and “Forward-Looking

Statements,” all of which are available at http://www.sec.gov/ and www.ltbridge.com.  

Investor Relations Contact: 

Matthew Abenante, IRC 

Senior Director of Investor Relations & Capital Markets  

Tel: +1 (347) 947-2093  

ir@ltbridge.com
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