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Freedom Boat Club Announces Continues
Expansion in the Upper-Midwest;
Announces New Locations in Illinois and
Plans to Enter the Minnesota Territory
VENICE, Fla., (June 17, 2021) – Executing on its strategy to expand across the Upper-
Midwest, Freedom Boat Club, a division of Brunswick Corporation (NYSE: BC) and the
world’s largest boat club operator, today announced the official opening of its first location in
Fox Lake in Illinois and plans to open another downtown Chicago location in Diversey
Harbor later this summer.  Already this year, Freedom Boat Club has completed the
acquisition of the Chicago franchise,  expanded into Milwaukee, Wisconsin, opened a club in
McHenry, IL and Northern Iowa, and is exploring plans to expand for the first time into
Minnesota. All of these locations represent strategic markets of growth in the Midwest.

“We see the Midwest as a very attractive expansion opportunity for Freedom Boat Club as
home to some of the most desirable boating locations,” said Cecil Cohn, Freedom Boat Club
Network President. “We are actively investigating additional locations across the region,
including the Twin Cities and across Minnesota where we expect to establish and grow our
presence in the coming months.” 

According to the National Marine Manufacturers Association, boating in Minnesota has a
$3.1 billion annual economic impact and there are nearly 814,000 registered boats in the
state, which provides an incredible opportunity for Freedom to introduce its boat sharing
concept to a community that has a passion for the on-water lifestyle.

“Minnesota, and the Twin Cities in particular, represent an attractive open market for
Freedom Boat Club and we are excited to grow our footprint across the Upper-Midwest,”
said Scott Ward, Freedom Boat Club Corporate Territories vice president.  “With 285
locations and reciprocal access to all clubs in the network, we are excited to provide a
leading boat club experience to this strong boating community.”

Freedom is actively pursuing organic and partnership opportunities to expand into
Minnesota. Additional details will be revealed later this year. And, for marina operators and
other industry partners who are looking for opportunities to benefit from Freedom’s
expansion in the territory, please contact Kevin VanHorn at 941.716.2635 or
KVanHorn@freedomboatclub.us to learn more.

To learn more about Freedom Boat Club, please visit freedomboatclub.com. 

About Freedom Boat Club:

Founded in 1989, Freedom Boat Club is the largest boat club operator and a premier marine
franchisor in the nation.  FBC and its franchisees service over 40,000 memberships at over
285 locations across 33 states, Canada, and Europe. For more information, visit
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About Brunswick:

Headquartered in Mettawa, Ill., Brunswick Corporation’s leading consumer brands include
Mercury Marine outboard engines; Mercury MerCruiser sterndrive and inboard packages;
Mercury global parts and accessories including propellers and SmartCraft electronics; Power
Products Integrated Solutions; MotorGuide trolling motors; Attwood, Mastervolt, and Whale
marine parts; Land ’N’ Sea, BLA, Payne’s Marine, Kellogg Marine, and Lankhorst Taselaar
marine parts distribution; Mercury and Quicksilver parts and oils; Bayliner, Boston Whaler,
Crestliner, Cypress Cay, Harris, Heyday, Lowe, Lund, Princecraft, Quicksilver, Rayglass,
Sea Ray, Thunder Jet and Uttern boats; Boating Services Network, Freedom Boat Club and
Boat Class.  For more information, visit brunswick.com.
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