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'; ’r"f’ Searches on Michaels.com for

“Analog” Hobbies

like knitting, crochet, needlepoint, §
embroidery, sewing, cross stitch, §
journaling, and painting a

+136%

over the last six months
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As screen fatigue reaches new highs, creativity is moving out of the
house and into the real world. Enter Touching Grass Crafts — the rise of
grounding, hands-on projects that help people unplug and reconnect
with their surroundings. Instead of crafting only at home, people are

-1 -.; ,:ergmg their projects outside: stitching on park benches, sketching at
a..,,* “Jtﬁe beach, knitting on long train rides, or journaling during sunset walks.

D & What began as Emotional Support Crafts is evolving into something more
immersive — creativity that reconnects people to their environment,
senses, and routines. In 2026, crafting isn’t just about relaxation; it’s
about presence. Portable projects like mini watercolor sets, embroidery
hoops, and compact knitting kits are becoming everyday companions,
transforming idle moments into intentional creative rituals that pull
people away from screens and back into the physical world.

AL A
Analog Bags
The “analog bag” has become a viral symbol of intentional creative
living. Across social media, thousands of people have been
showcasing what’s inside their carefully curated craft totes —
watercolor palettes, yarn skeins, embroidery hoops, sketchbooks,
and tiny project kits packed for moments away from screens. These
portable creativity kits are showing up on park benches, trains,
coffee shop patios, and beach blankets, turning everyday downtime
iInto something tactile and restorative. More than just a bag, the
analog kit reflects a broader mindset shift: creativity is becoming an
intentional ritual — something you plan for and bring with you, not
something you promise you’ll get to later.
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Creativity as Identity Building and Memory Keeping
° . e

People are increasingly
personalizing everyday items.
These projects go beyond
scrapbooking — they turn life into
an artifact. Memory frames,
custom jewelry, recipe books,
wedding dress keepsakes, travel
journals, and heirloom-inspired
crafts become physical
manifestations of identity. I‘-3

-~ --«¢ In 2026, people aren’t just documenting their lives — '
they’re curating their “personal lore” in physical 1; ‘ -
form. After years of digital curation and disappearing d !
content, creators are craving something tangible: \\ 4
proof of who they are, what they’ve experienced, and S~ |
what they value. Memory-keeping is no longer
reserved for weddings and baby books. It’s showing
up in junk journals layered with found ephemera,
vision boards framed as art, personalized charm
collections, and shadow boxes that preserve

moments that might otherwise vanish into a camera
roll.

5
K

Creativity is becoming a way to archive the self. In an .
era where identity is constantly shaped online, | Pt Ap
people are building physical records that feel BN
grounded, intentional, and deeply personal. Whether i, "), i 9 ' 02 E:
marking a milestone, honoring a season, or simply vi 5"5‘6-';1"., boards

romanticizing everyday life, these projects transform TN By o

. - . . Ll e it . maore
exneriences into artifacts worth keeping. bg i R % ".;.._ Fea"'m’Er_yea:-,jcmthiﬂg-
p;cczss.cn ries, and keepsakes
that refle t:}_
their identity

Fabric Sales &

ave increased »

33X

Vacations are becoming creative retreats.
Instead of returning with souvenirs, people
return with paintings, pressed florals, stitched
mementos, and journal pages created in real
time. Travel crafting transforms a destination
into an experience — something made, not just
captured. The memory lives in the object, not
justin a digital gallery.



Knitflix & Chill

Movie night gets an upgrade.
Instead of double-screening,
friends knit. Couples paint.
Roommates stitch. Crafting
becomes the anti-scroll — a
way to relax together without
disappearing into separate feeds.
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Deeper Connections ai ) Group Craft Kit |

searches are up

32%

year-over-year
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As social media shifts from connection to consumption, people are
craving ways to be together that feel more real, less performative, and
less phone-dependent. Crafting Chemistry captures the rise of
project-centered connection — where creating replaces small talk, and
shared focus builds faster intimacy than another night of passive
scrolling.

A shared project changes the energy of a room. It gives hands
something to do, lowers social pressure, and creates space for
more natural conversation. Instead of just “catching up,” people
leave with something tangible — and a memory tied to it. This isn’t
about elaborate hosting; it’s about shared presence.

Flow State >
First Dates

ﬁt o TN e . o A project quiets nerves. It reduces
:ded cﬁfﬂﬂ 4 \ j : ' ' ' phone checking. It gives conversations
es inETEE‘EE somewhere to land. Crafting is emerging as

°/° SAENE A (L | _ 2 a low-pressure way to connect — whether
g b '- ‘ - / it’s a girls’ night, a creative club, or a modern
ed mar¥ y A

yeras date night.
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Gilded Gifting

i that references a shared memory. A keepsake ornament that marks a
’b‘»z chapter. This is gifting as identity-sharing, not label-swapping — a creative

Gifts as Artifacts of a Relationship

In 2026, gifting is less about the object and more about the gifter’s
imprint. People crave gifts that feel like keepsakes, not commodities —
leading to the rise of curated, custom, aesthetic-forward DIY traditions.
Social media has shifted toward “memory gifts” and micro-rituals created
within relationships, where personalization isn’t a detail — it’s the point.

Gilded Gifting captures the move toward hyper-personal, story-driven
presents: embroidered initials, candles blended to match someone’s
exact aesthetic, heirloom-inspired pieces that feel like they were made for
one person and one person only. Every detail — the color palette, the
scent, the wrapping, the inside joke woven into the design — becomes
part of the emotional value. People aren’t just giving gifts; they’re crafting
artifacts of their relationships.

Mini Loaves of Love

Small-batch baking is having a viral
moment on social media, with thousands
of creators sharing miniature desserts and
“sourdough flights” individually packaged
as thoughtful handmade gifts. Baked in
mini loaf pans and wrapped in aesthetic
packaging, these tiny treats turn everyday |
baking into a creative act of gifting. ¥

A handmade bookmark for a friend who loves reading. A custom necklace

ritual powered by nostalgia, intimacy, and the desire to make someone
feel deeply known.
-

Last year’s nostalgia wave is evolving into something more
intentional and heirloom-driven. Instead of simply recreating
“grandma aesthetics,” people are stitching timelessness into
their gifts: embroidered tea towels, needlepoint pillows, hand-
stitched linens, painted ceramic keepsakes, and crochet blankets
that feel like modern heirlooms. These gifts blend old-world
techniques with a fresh, personal twist, turning traditional crafts
into meaningful, story-rich pieces made specifically for the
recipient. It’s nostalgia reimagined: softer, slower, deeply
personal, and rooted in the desire to create gifts that feel
timeless. Not to mention, these gifts are a gift to the gifter
themselves, as they get to experience all the benefits of crafting
with their hands while also making a meaningful gift.




Skill Stackin

The new status symbol? Skill.

Needlepoijne

Séarches

+251%

Stest-growing crafy

iﬂd”ﬁs —asign that skill-
» Neirloom Crafts are

>
Upcycling
Repair culture is accelerating as people look to extend
the life of meaningful items, personalize their space,
and build skills that feel grounding and useful.
Reviving, reworking, and refinishing pieces allow
makers to express their identity, preserve memories,
and create something entirely new from what already
exists. Repair culture, slow fashion, and upcycling
aren’t niche anymore — they’re the new “cool”.

—  Skill Stacking captures the shift from casual
crafting to craftsmanship. In a culture shaped by
convenience and digital shortcuts, people are \
craving real skills and are investing in techniques "
that build competence and confidence. Crafting is
shifting from a casual pastime to meaningful '{}._
g
Y

capability — sewing, knitting, woodworking,
needlework, and heritage techniques are being a
redefined as modern life skills. =

Skill Stacking reflects a growing desire to
understand how things are made — and to make
them yourself. These projects aren’t just aesthetic;
they’re functional, practical, and deeply rewarding.
They extend the life of beloved pieces, transform
everyday materials into something personal, and
build confidence through visible progress. In 2026,
skill becomes a form of self-definition. Mastery is
the flex and progress is the proof.

r€sonating with a hew

E€neration.

Sew Bros + WIP
Wednesday Warriors

A new generation is embracing visible skill,
process-sharing, and mastery as identity.
From Sew Bros redefining tailoring culture

& to WIP Wednesday Warriors proudly sharing
@ their needle crafting works-in-progress,

the evolution itself becomes

the content.




After years of hyper-polished feeds and showroom-perfect homes,
people are embracing the beauty of imperfection. Wabi-Sabi Spaces
celebrate texture, visible brushstrokes, uneven stitching, and layered
finishes. DIY décor isn’t about replicating luxury perfectly — it’s about
creating something uniquely yours. Oil pastels, visible mending, plaster
art, and mixed-media wall pieces add depth and personality that mass
production can’t replicate. Homes feel more lived-in, more expressive,
and more human. The charm is in the irregularity. As design continues to
democratize, high-end artistry and do-it-yourself creativity are
converging — and consumers are leaning into that overlap. It’s the décor
version of smudged eyeliner and messy hair-intentional, cool, and a
little undone.

Ng Flor
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Vintage-inspired décor is
expanding beyond holidays
and into year-round living.
Classic motifs, retro palettes,
and heirloom-inspired textures
are being reinterpreted in
modern, personal ways —
blending memory with
contemporary expression.

Designer,
But Make It DIY

As consumers grow more design-savvy,
they’re looking for elevated projects
that feel intentional and art-forward.
The line between professional design
and at-home making continues to blur,
as more people seek approachable
ways to create gallery-worthy decor
with their own hands.



Confetti Culture>

The Rise of Mlcro ﬁéb?atxtf‘ sy > L
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In 2026, people aren’t waiting for big milestones to celebrate. They’re creating their own: a
mini cake for finishing a tough week, a themed night in after landing a new client, a decorated
dinner table just because it’s Tuesday. Creativity becomes the vehicle for marking meaning,
turning small victories into rituals that feel joyful, intentional, and worthy of their own
spotlight. As people crave more joy and presence — without waiting for weddings or once-a-
year events — micro-milestones are being elevated into moments worth honoring. Wrapping
a big project; Ending a draining job; Launching a side hustle; Simply surviving a chaotic week.
These everyday chapters are now celebrated with handmade touches: intimate house
gatherings, curated tablescapes, and even “party of one” rituals.

Confetti Culture isn’t just about more celebration — it’s also about
more connection. These smaller, low-pressure moments give people
an easy reason to gather, check in, and spend time together. Instead
of saving togetherness for rare occasions, creativity becomes a way
to weave celebration into everyday life — romanticizing the ordinary
and strengthening real-world relationships in the process.

Accomplishment Cakes

Celebration cakes have gone hyper-specific __
— and they’ve taken over social media. e
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From “I Quit!” to “Congrats on Your =" . .
Breakup,” these message-forward cakes ﬁ% ' . .
turn deeply personal milestones into bold, %E e
frosted declarations. Videos featuring = . L I o
accomplishment cakes have generated 2. % @
millions of views across platforms, with e .
Y : : : creators documenting everything from ‘l \ D, .
ou don’t need a major milestone to make it special. career pivots to friendship breakups to e . e

With expanded Balloon Bars, baking tools, paper
crafting, and celebration décor in The Party Shop at
Michaels, Michaels makes it easy to turn any ordinary
moment into something memorable.

soft-launch celebrations - transforming
private moments into something
ceremonial and shareable.
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This trend captures the rise of playful, personality-packed jﬁ

. : : : b . - In 2026, glossy, translucent, candy-
projects made purely for joy. Think charm-covered bags, resin Yae on - va colored materials are everywhere. | © &'
food trinkets, Shrinky Dinks®, jelly-inspired keychains, phone . A - v - Resin charms that look edible. UV- Ji
straps, novelty beads, and hyper-colorful desk décor. Utility is -'. ‘ﬁ" finished frogs. Gummy-textured ‘
optional. Delight is mandatory. ,!I . f beads. Shrink art that feels straight - _E .
i out of a 2003 craft bin. P Ty

. . _ e, e Ve

Driven largely by Gen Z and Gen Alpha, this wave of making .

_?1_.\ | | -:4/
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embraces maximalism, humor, and unapologetic individuality. %8
Everything becomes customizable. Bags become canvases. _, %i.

| Water bottles become charm holders. Phone cases become o
()~ personality boards. These tiny creations function like wearable ¢

g ‘i_ <« mood boards — small but expressive signals of identity.

year-over-year







