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(fil) REDWIRE

Redwire Awarded $20 Million Contract for
Additional Otter VLEO Testing and
Experimentation

Additional tests of critical air-breathing technology aims to reduce risk for the
research and development program

JACKSONVILLE, Fla.--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- Redwire Corporation (NYSE: RDW), a global
leader in aerospace and defense technology solutions, today announced that it has been
awarded a $20 million contract from the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA) to complete additional testing and experimentation on a scaled version of
Redwire’s SabreSat spacecraft for a precursor flight test in very low-Earth orbit (VLEO), as
part of the DARPA Otter program.

The separate award adds a second VLEO flight mission to Redwire’s work on Otter and
marks a major step toward sustained operations in VLEO -- one of space’s most challenging
and strategically important orbital regimes.

“This flight test allows us to gather data that cannot be fully recreated on the ground, learn
faster, and reduce risk for the full Otter mission. Redwire is not simply building one
spacecraft. We are creating the platforms, models, and digital infrastructure needed to make
VLEO operational at scale,” said Spence Wise, Redwire Senior Vice President of Missions
and Platforms. “Redwire’s continued work on the Otter program enables us to mature
propulsion and spacecraft systems that can operate in VLEO. These innovations are
building a new class of maneuverable, energy-efficient spacecraft capable of supporting
persistent operations in critical orbital regimes, ultimately equipping national security space
missions with distinctive operational advantages, from rapid orbital agility to enhanced
tactical responsiveness.”

Redwire has built a differentiated, end-to-end VLEO capability spanning spacecraft
platforms, environmental modeling, digital engineering and mission integration. Redwire is
one of the only providers developing both ultra-low-altitude, air-breathing, and non-air-
breathing VLEO platforms designed for proliferated constellations, supported by a validated,
multi-physics, multi-mission digital ecosystem built specifically for VLEO.

The Otter Flight Test award builds on Redwire’s $44 million Phase 2 Otter contract
announced in November 2025 to complete manufacturing and deliver the full-scale
spacecraft to launch. Together, the two announced awards total $64 million and establish a
phased flight approach to advance air-breathing technology toward operational use. As
prime mission integrator for Otter, Redwire is responsible for developing and integrating the
spacecraft using Redwire’s U.S.-built SabreSat Orbital Drone platform.

In addition to Otter, Redwire’s VLEO portfolio includes its role as prime contractor for the



https://www.darpa.mil/research/programs/otter
https://rdw.com/newsroom/redwire-awarded-44-million-darpa-contract-to-advance-very-low-earth-orbit-mission/
https://ir.redwirespace.com/news-events/press-releases/detail/198/esas-skimsat-vleo-mission-moves-forward-with-redwire

European Space Agency’s Skimsat mission, which leverages the company’s European-built
Phantom spacecraft, as well as digital engineering work for DeepSat’s planned VLEO
constellation. Together, these programs reinforce Redwire’s position at the forefront of
developing both the spacecraft and digital foundation required to unlock VLEO for national
security, intelligence, communications, and Earth observation missions.

About Redwire

Redwire Corporation (NYSE: RDW) is an integrated space and defense tech company
focused on advanced technologies. We are building the future of aerospace infrastructure,
autonomous systems, and multi-domain operations leveraging digital engineering and Al
automation. Redwire’s approximately 1,400 employees located throughout North America
and Europe are committed to delivering innovative space and airborne platforms
transforming the future of multi-domain operations. For more information, please visit
RDW.com.
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