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Huntington Bank Leads $7.5 Million
Community Partnership to Empower
Educators Through Professional
Development

Nearly 1,500 educators receive scholarships to enhance student learning, doubling 2024
participation

COLUMBUS, Ohio, July 24, 2025 /PRNewswire/ -- In July, The Huntington National Bank
kicked off the second year of its Ignite the Classroom initiative, engaging twice as many
educators to support close to 1,500 participants across nine markets. Two immersive
training experiences at the Ron Clark Academy in Atlanta, Ga., marked the start of the multi-
month program. Since introducing Ignite the Classroom in 2024, the bank has invested more
than $2.8 million and secured $4.6 million in contributions from corporations, foundations
and individuals, bringing the total investment to $7.5 million.

"Huntington has a longstanding history of giving back and supporting programs designed to
enrich communities and create an environment where people and businesses can thrive,"
said Consumer & Regional Banking President Brant Standridge. "Our mission to look out for
people guides us to be a catalyst for positive change to ensure people in the communities
we serve have access to the resources they need to achieve their goals."

Standridge added that Huntington's investment in Ignite the Classroom is a testament to this
change and reflects the bank's ongoing commitment to improving the quality of life for
people. "It also underscores our belief in the transformative power of educators and their
vital role in building strong communities," he said. 

https://mma.prnewswire.com/media/2737222/Huntington_Ignite_the_Classroom_initiative.html


Huntington offers Ignite the Classroom through a partnership with RCA, an internationally
renowned nonprofit middle school known for academic excellence. This initiative supports
educators and enhances student learning by providing principals, teachers, coaches,
counselors, and other education professionals with an exceptional career development
experience. During their visit to RCA, participants observed classes and engaged in
dynamic workshops designed to ignite students' passion for learning.

Educators participating in Ignite the Classroom will engage in the program for a one-year
period, as part of a cohort. After their visit to RCA, Huntington will provide follow-up training
lessons facilitated by RCA staff members throughout the school year to help educators
implement some or many of the tools they learned during their two-day training. The
educators will also reconvene for a reunion in their local markets to discuss best practices
and problem solving with RCA teachers.

Since 2024, Ignite the Classroom has reached nearly 2,300 educators and 40 school
districts. Initially launched in Columbus, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Detroit and Pittsburgh, the
program expanded in 2025 to include Akron, Ohio; Charlotte; Minneapolis and Charleston,
W.Va. Over the next two years, Huntington intends to impact more than 5,000 educators
through this expanded partnership.

To learn more about Huntington's community commitment and the Ignite the Classroom
initiative in collaboration with RCA visit https://www.huntington.com/Community.

About Huntington
Huntington Bancshares Incorporated is a $208 billion asset regional bank holding company
headquartered in Columbus, Ohio. Founded in 1866, The Huntington National Bank and its
affiliates provide consumers, small and middle‐market businesses, corporations,
municipalities, and other organizations with a comprehensive suite of banking, payments,
wealth management, and risk management products and services. Huntington operates 971
branches in 13 states, with certain businesses operating in extended geographies. Visit
Huntington.com for more information.
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