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Southwest Airlines Flies in With $50,000
Donation to the Denver Rescue Mission for
Thanksgiving Turkeys
Carrier Steps Up to the Dinner Plate by Donating More Than 4,000
Turkeys to Help Feed Denver's Poor and Homeless Population This
Holiday Season

DENVER, Nov. 12 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- In response to a call for help feeding Denver's
poor and homeless population during the holidays and beyond, Southwest Airlines today
announced a $50,000 donation to the Denver Rescue Mission, a non-profit organization
dedicated to providing food, shelter, clothing, and rehabilitation services to the estimated
11,000 homeless people in Denver. The donation is the largest turkey donation in the Denver
Rescue Mission's history, and the food will be distributed to families at this year's
Thanksgiving Banquet-in-a-Box and be served at this year's Great Thanksgiving Banquet.
Additional turkeys will be distributed to families in need through churches and other non-
profits across the Denver Metro area.

"Southwest Airlines is committed to Denver, and our commitment includes helping the less
fortunate. In these challenging economic times, we're grateful for the opportunity to step
forward to support the Denver Rescue Mission," said Dave LaPorte, Southwest's Station
Manager in Denver. "By supporting something so close to the hearts and minds of our
Denver Customers and local Employees, we're making an investment to help strengthen our
community."

The Denver Rescue Mission will serve the turkeys purchased by Southwest and other
donors beginning on Wednesday, Nov. 25, during the Great Thanksgiving Banquet, an
annual event hosted by Colorado Governor Bill Ritter. Additional items needed for the
Thanksgiving food boxes include canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned pumpkin, boxed
stuffing, canned cranberries, and canned yams. Donations can be dropped off at the Denver
Rescue Mission's Lawrence Street Shelter at the corner of Park Avenue and Lawrence
Street.

"By stepping up to the plate with the largest turkey donation in the Denver Rescue Mission's
history, at a time when other local companies have been forced to cut back, Southwest
Airlines has demonstrated a strong commitment to the Denver community," said Brad Meuli,
president and CEO of the Denver Rescue Mission. "When Southwest Airlines says they care
about Denver, they're not talking turkey. We are extremely grateful for the significant
commitment of cash and volunteer time from Southwest Employees, just when we needed it
most." To read a guest blog post from Meuli talking about what the donation means to the
Denver Rescue Mission, visit: www.nutsaboutsouthwest.com.

Southwest Airlines Employees from Denver also will volunteer at the Denver Rescue Mission
to help prepare for this year's Great Thanksgiving Banquet. Southwest encourages its

http://www.nutsaboutsouthwest.com/


Employees to get involved in the communities they serve through its Share the Spirit
program, which helps the airline's Employees make a difference in cities across the U.S.

Photo/Interview Opportunity:

    --  Southwest volunteers unloading turkeys

    --  Check presentation from Southwest Airlines to the Denver Rescue Mission

    --  Brad Meuli, Denver Rescue Mission President, available for interviews

    --  Dave LaPorte, Southwest Station Manager in Denver, available for

        interviews

Date/Time:

    --  Thursday, Nov. 12, 2009

    --  1:30 p.m.

Location:

    --  Denver Rescue Mission - Lawrence Street Shelter

    --  1130 Park Ave West, Denver, CO 80205

For more information on how to support the Denver Rescue Mission this holiday season, call
(303) 297-1815 or visit www.DenverRescueMission.org.

Southwest Airlines began service to Denver on Jan. 3, 2006, with 13 daily nonstop
departures to three destinations. The airline currently operates 113 daily nonstop flights from
the Mile High City, making Denver the fastest growing city in the Company's history. With
previously announced service, Southwest will operate 127 daily nonstop flights from Denver
to 42 cities in May 2010.

After 38 years of service, Southwest Airlines continues to differentiate itself from other low
fare carriers--offering a reliable product with exemplary Customer Service. Southwest
Airlines (NYSE: LUV), the nation's largest carrier in terms of domestic passengers enplaned,
currently serves 68 cities in 35 states. Southwest currently operates more than 3,100 flights
a day and has nearly 35,000 Employees systemwide.
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