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Equifax Provides Tips on Lowering Your
Property Taxes
Don't Assume Decrease in Value of Your Home Will Pay Off at Tax Time

ATLANTA, Dec. 12, 2013 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Foreclosures and short sales drive down
home values. If you've had a significant number of distressed sales in your neighborhood,
you might assume that your next property tax bill will automatically reflect the lower local
home values.

But according to Ilyce Glink, personal finance expert and managing editor of the Equifax
Finance Blog (NYSE:EFX), you can't make that assumption. Instead, Glink advises
homeowners to be proactive when it comes to property taxes. In a new video on the Equifax
Finance Blog, she offers tips for homeowners on how to make a compelling case to the tax
assessor's office that their property taxes should be lower.

In much of the U.S., the first installment of property tax bills are sent just after the New Year,
so you won't have much time to put together a case for lowering your tax bill. Typically there
is a short window of 30 to 45 days, in which to file an appeal after receiving the tax notice.
(Check with your local assessor's office or online for your county's property tax appeal
rules.)

"If your home has lost value during the last six or seven years, you should be able to get
your property taxes reduced," said Glink. "You can do this by creating a market analysis of
other homes in the neighborhood that are in the same tax category as yours."

Glink suggests comparing recent sales prices for homes in your home's tax classification and
evaluating each home's tax bill compared with yours. Once you find comparable home
values, you'll want to take snapshots of the exterior of the "comps," and create a report for
the tax assessor to review. 

She offers other tips and strategies to help lower your property taxes in this video, the fourth
in a series of educational videos featuring Glink on the Equifax Finance Blog. In the coming
months, she'll address additional topics relevant to consumers.

About Equifax

Equifax Personal Solutions empowers consumers with the confidence and control to be their
financial best. Find out more about Equifax's innovative suite of credit monitoring and identity
protection products at www.equifax.com. Learn about identity theft and how to help protect
yourself and your family at IdentityProtection.com. Get smart information on everything from
credit to retirement, all in one place at the Equifax Finance Blog, blog.equifax.com.

Equifax is a global leader in consumer, commercial and workforce information solutions that
provide businesses of all sizes and consumers with insight and information they can trust.
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Equifax organizes and assimilates data on more than 600 million consumers and 81 million
businesses worldwide.  The company's significant investments in differentiated data, its
expertise in advanced analytics to explore and develop new multi-source data solutions, and
its leading-edge proprietary technology enable it to create and deliver unparalleled
customized insights that enrich both the performance of businesses and the lives of
consumers.

Headquartered in Atlanta, Equifax operates or has investments in 18 countries and is a
member of Standard & Poor's (S&P) 500® Index.  Its common stock is traded on the New
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) under the symbol EFX. In 2013, Equifax was named a
Bloomberg BusinessWeek Top 50 company, was #3 in Fortune's Most Admired list in its
category, and was named to InfoWeek 500 as well as the FinTech 100. For more
information, please visit www.equifax.com.
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